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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 462E: Twentieth-Century British and Irish Studies (3 
credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. John Xiros Cooper and Lise Jaillant 
Section: 004 
Term: 1 
 

The Great English Vortex: Modernism in London, 1900-1930 

 
Course Description: 
On or about December 1910, human character changed. 
Virginia Woolf,  ‘Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Brown’ (1924). 
 
The study of the literary movement known as ‘modernism’ has in recent years gone global. In this 
expansion of modernist studies into every nook and cranny of the modern world, scholars have often 
lost sight of the several places, cities in fact, where the new spirit of art and literature first emerged. 
Cities such as Paris, New York, Chicago, Milan, and London were the terrains on which the modernist 
ethos first took shape. The subsequent evolution of modernism as a global phenomenon and as the 
cultural ethos that colonized the future (our present) cannot be adequately understood without 
knowing something of its early struggles at the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the 
twentieth centuries. This course will return to one of the starting places of Anglo-American modernism, 
London in the first three decades of the twentieth century. In that moment in time, the modernist 
ethos entered the consciousness of the English-speaking world through the public declarations and 
creative activities of key individuals and movements.  The beginnings of a modernist sensibility should 
probably be located in Paris in the late nineteenth century in the work of the symbolist poets and music 
composers, the Impressionist and Postimpressionist painters, but it was in London that it made its first 
great impact in English literature. At the centre of a world Empire, the city attracted people from many 
different places and for a time provided them with a creative milieu in which to experiment and 
practice the new arts. The modernist idea emerged in many other places in the English-speaking world 
as well, but it was the ‘Great English Vortex’ at the beginning of the century that provided the spark, 
the energy, and the example for others.  The course will deal in detail with a small number writers and 
works rather than try to survey what is a much larger field of study.  In addition to discussing the 
works themselves in terms of modernist poetics and themes, we will also study their publishing history 
and other socio-material conditions which affected their production. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Ezra Pound, Selected Poems 
 Hilda Doolittle (H.D.), Selected Poems 
 James Joyce, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
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 Blast: this periodical is available online at the Modernist Journals Project 
(MJP): http://dl.lib.brown.edu/mjp/render.php?id=1143209523824844&view=mjp_object 
The MJP has a number of other early modernist periodicals available online as well. 

 Wyndham Lewis, Tarr 
 T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land and other poems 
 Mina Loy, The Lost Lunar Baedeker 
 Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway and A Room of One’s Own 

Course Requirements: 
Two essays (1500-2000 words each)  
One final examination – 40% 

The course has a Vista web site which registered students will be able to access on the first day of 
classes. Course materials, announcements, and Internet links will be posted on this site. To login 
please go to http://www.elearning.ubc.ca/lms/login-to-vista/. 

To access the site, you will need a Campus Wide Login (CWL) account 
(http://www.it.ubc.ca/cwl/homelink.shtml). 

For off-campus access, you will need to set up a Virtual Private Network (VPN) connection 
(http://www.it.ubc.ca/service_catalogue/information_security/security/VPN.html). 
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