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Formulations of Selfhood 

 
Course Description: 
The course examines representative novels by English and Irish authors, with particular emphasis on 
the latter. The pedagogical approach involves close reading, with especial attention on (a) exploring a 
method for uncovering the deeper intrinsic implications of each text, and (b) isolating the conception of 
selfhood specific to each work. Students expecting applications of literary theory, in its various modes, 
to novels should avoid this course. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Liam O’Flaherty, Return of the Brute (1929) 
 Samuel Beckett, Krapp’s Lat Tape (1957) 
 Brian Moore, The Luck of Ginger Coffey (1960) 
 Kathleen Ferguson, The Maid’s Tale (1994) 
 Frank McCourt, Angela’s Ashes (1996) 
 Seamus Deane, Reading in the Dark (1996) 
 Ian McEwan, Enduring Love (1998) 
 John Banville, The Sea (2006) 

Course Requirements: 
One term paper (approximately 1,500 - 2,000 words), one quiz (in class), and one final examination. 
The final examination and the essay will be worth 40% of the total available marks each; the quiz will 
be worth 20%. 
 
Course Policies: 
In order to ensure equality of assessment, assigned work is to be submitted by the stipulated deadline. 
At a minimum, 5% per day will be deducted from the mark assigned to late submissions, 
unless compelling and documented circumstances warrant otherwise. Regular attendance is expected 
and will be monitored. In the absence of verified medical excuse, the quiz and final examination can be 
written only on the assigned day. The policy on attendance of the English Department states: 
“Students missing 40% or more of the classes, regardless of whether their absences are avoidable or 
unavoidable, will be considered unable to meet the ‘learning outcomes’ of the course and will be 
excluded from the final examination.” 

http://www.english.ubc.ca/attendance.htm

