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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 464K: Twentieth-Century Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Gisèle M. Baxter 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

Late Modernism 

 
Course Description: 
"…but there is no shelter… and the future is bearing down like an express train…" Alan 
Moore, Watchmen 
 
This course will examine late 20th/early 21st century texts representing concerns rooted in significant 
events and developments of the 20th century: social and political restructuring; war, epidemic and 
genocide on a previously unimaginable scale; technological revolutions; demographic shifts; 
environmental exploitation; millennial anxieties. Do these texts actually tend towards the 
utopian/dystopian impulse, or towards the recapture of something like the Gothic sublime? Why have 
the 1980s become such a focus of concern? Why did the 1980s generate so much near-future 
speculative/alternate history fiction? 
 
Required Texts (Tentative): 
(subject to minor revision in the fall) 

 Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid's Tale 
 William Gibson, Neuromancer 
 Don DeLillo, White Noise 
 Either Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons, Watchmen or Alan Moore and David Lloyd, V for 

Vendetta 
 Cormac McCarthy, The Road 
 Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go 
 Larry & Andy Wachowski, The Matrix: The Shooting Script 
 Students are encouraged to introduce in discussion related texts and films; clips from a 

variety of relevant films (e.g. Blade Runner, Gattaca, District 9,Children of Men, Minority 
Report, AI: Artificial Intelligence, Strange Days) will be screened. 

Course Requirements: 

 participation (largely based on contribution to in-class and Vista-based online discussion, 
completion of at least one Vista-based exercise: 10%) 

 midterm essay (25%) 
 term paper requiring research (40%) 
 final examination (25%) 
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Note: Much of the course material is potentially disturbing. Also, if the course appeals to you because 
of one particular text, look up information on the other texts before deciding to register, as you will be 
expected to read and reasonably discuss all texts required for the course. 


