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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 466A: Studies in a Twentieth-Century Genre (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Catherine Nelson-McDermott 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

The Anglo-American Novel Between the Wars (1919-1949) 

 
Course Description: 
This course highlights canonical as well as controversial American and British novels that address 
interwar social crises. Between World War I (1914-1918) and World War II (1939-1945), many 
intellectuals faced a world that seemed to be in ruins: the unsettling epoch stimulated aesthetic 
innovations and ideological risks in narrative prose. Attending closely to the contested issues, stylistic 
turns, and volatile regimes of the modern period, our discussions will encompass topics such as war 
and peace (Woolf and Hemingway), industry and ecology, (Lawrence and Steinbeck), and fascism and 
democracy (Wright and Orwell). These compelling fictions often invoke apocalypse, recurrence, 
regeneration, and revolution as they reconfigure relationships between classes, genders, nations, and 
races. Although the systematic violence of World War II discredited many of their experimental 
agendas, the questions raised by the interwar novel continue to resonate today. How do the fictions of 
the “lost generation” illuminate our contemporary struggles to re-imagine “community” in the midst of 
protracted military conflicts, accelerating environmental degradation, and persistent civil divisions? 
 
Required Texts: 
(subject to minor modifications) 

 Virginia Woolf, Mrs Dalloway. 1925 (Oxford: Oxford UP) 
 Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises. 1926 (New York: Scribner) 
 D. H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover. 1928 (London: Penguin) 
 John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath. 1939 (London: Penguin) 
 Richard Wright, Native Son. 1940 (New York: HarperCollins) 
 George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four. 1949 (London: Penguin) 

Course Requirements: 
(subject to minor modifications) 

 Participation 
 Group Presentation 
 Annotated Bibliography 
 Research Essay 
 Final Examination 

Discretion is advised: this course focuses on politics, sexuality, and other mature subject matter. 


