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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 468A: Children’s Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Rick Gooding 
Section: 004 
Term: 2 
 

Our Posthuman Adolescence:  
Recent Trends in Fiction for Children and Young Adults 

 
Course Description: 
“Five hundred years of humanism may be coming to an end as humanism transforms itself into 
something we must helplessly call posthumanism.” (Ihab Hassan, “Prometheus as Performer,” 1977) 
 
In the years since Ihab Hassan gave it a name, the posthuman has become a major concern of cultural 
studies and literary theory.  Less a coherent philosophical position than a rethinking of long-held 
assumptions about what it means to be human, posthumanism emerges at the place where a variety of 
disciplines—including philosophy,  evolutionary biology, informatics, biotechnology, and cybernetics—
converge and trouble liberal humanist definitions of the self as coherent, autonomous, and 
rational.  But what happens when posthuman concerns are raised in a genre that has traditionally 
guided young readers through the task of identity formation?  To address this question we will examine 
recent novels that center on characters—and societies—that have been transformed by biomedical and 
information technologies. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Madeleine L’Engle, A Wrinkle in Time 
 Peter Dickinson, Eva 
 Philip Pullman, Clockwork 
 M.T. Anderson, Feed 
 Nancy Farmer, House of the Scorpion 
 Bernard Beckett, Genesis 
 Neal Shusterman, Unwind 
 Mary E Pearson, The Adoration of Jenna Foxmi 
 Patrick Ness, The Knife of Never Letting Go 
 Course package containing two or three scholarly articles on posthumanism. 

Course Requirements: 

 Attendance and participation (10%) 
 Reading journal (10%) 
 Critical review (15%) 
 Proposal (10%) 
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 Term paper (30%) 
 Final exam (25%) 

 


