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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 470B: Canadian Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Alexander Hart 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

The Third Solitude: Jewish Canadian Literature 

 
Course Description: 
The title of Hugh MacLennan’s novel Two Solitudes (1945) introduced a powerful metaphor to 
represent the bicultural interactions between the novel’s French and English families and 
characters.  As reconstructed by the media and popular culture in the 1960s, however, the “two 
solitudes” became emblematic of an unbridgeable separation and mutual alienation between English- 
and French-Canadians.  The trope of the twin solitudes has become part of the lexicon of Canadian 
cultural and historical discourse.  However, those Canadians who by birth, culture, religion, or ethnicity 
did and do not fit into either the English/Protestant or French/Catholic solitude were and are 
marginalized by this constrictive duality.  In a further qualification of the trope, Irving Layton wrote of 
the French, English, and Jewish neighbourhoods in the Montreal of his childhood as constituting 
“[t]hree solitudes.”  The genealogy of this new concept of three solitudes has since been elaborated by 
Jewish Canadian commentators to delineate the sense of Jewish marginalization in Canada. 
 
This course is an introduction to the reading, studying, and enjoying of the literature of Canada’s Third 
Solitude—Jewish Canadian literature—the first of a growing number of ethnic minority 
literatures.  Jewish Canadian writers whose work foregrounds Jewish consciousness contest through 
their texts’ content and the literary forms into which it is shaped not only versions of a Canada 
constructed as an exclusively bicultural entity but also the Canadian literary canon.  A close critical 
reading of post-Shoah (Holocaust) English-language prose and poetry by Jewish Canadian writers will 
highlight—from a uniquely Mosaic perspective—important thematic, historical, and technical concerns, 
which contribute to the ongoing re-reading, redefining, and reconstructing of literary solitudes, canons, 
and mosaics 
 
Required Texts: 

 Klein, A. M.  The Second Scroll (McClelland and Stewart) 
 Rotchin, B. Glen.  The Rent Collector (Vehicule) 
 Michaels, Anne.  Fugitive Pieces (M & S) 

 Bezmozgis, David.  Natasha and Other Stories (HarperCollins) 
 Richler, Mordecai.  Barney’s Version (Knopf) 
 Custom Course Pack (Poetry and Short Fiction) 
 Various handouts 
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Course Requirements: 
Each student is expected to participate fully in all class activities (reading, writing, discussion, groups, 
Vista, etc.).  Each student will sit the Mid-term Examination, write a Term paper, keep a Response 
Journal, participate in the online component of the course through Vista, give a collaborative Oral 
Presentation, and sit the Final Examination. 
 
Attendance: 
Because English 470 is conducted as a participatory, hands-on course, regular and punctual attendance 
is mandatory.  To succeed in this course, students must attend every class, on time, and well prepared, 
participate co-operatively in group work, and consistently contribute to the initiating and sustaining of 
small-group, class, and Vista discussions.  Please register for this course only if you are able to 
make this commitment. 


