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Instructor: Sarah Banting 
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Term: 1 
 

The Country and the City in English Canadian  
 
Course Description: 
â€œ...whenever I consider the relations between country and city […] I find this history active and 
continuous: the relations are not only of ideas and experiences, but of rent and interest, of situation 
and power; a wider system.â€• Raymond Williams, The Country and the City 
 
In this course, we will follow Williams’s lead and consider how the social, economic, cultural, and 
geographic positions of farm worker, city-dweller, rural community and urban neighbourhood are 
represented and re-imagined in modern and contemporary Canadian fiction. We will read works 
ranging from Ernest Buckler’s The Mountain and the Valley, which depicts an early twentieth-century 
Annapolis valley farming community and the young artist who yearns to leave it for the big city, to 
Dionne Brand’s In Another Place, Not Here, which moves between slave labour on a Caribbean 
plantation and the mean streets of late twentieth-century Toronto. Far from simply realist or 
sociological, these novels and plays illuminate vividly the contrasts between the dense, bustling, 
socially diverse spaces of urban Canada and the vaster, sparser, spaces and fishbowl communities of 
rural life. They also complicate the country/city binary, by mapping the routes between these spaces 
and demonstrating how the very contrast between them is a work of the imagination. As a complement 
to Williams, we will also attend to important made-in-Canada critical arguments of what the city and 
the country mean, here. Recently, for example, in response to a longstanding tradition in criticism that 
located Canadian experience in rural and wilderness landscapes, critics have urged us to consider both 
the increasing concentration of Canadian populations in cities and the complex inter-relationship of 
rural and urban spaces. We will consider the questions raised by this critical debate, bringing our 
questions to bear on our current cultural stereotypes of country and city and on our close readings of 
the course texts. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Ernest Buckler, The Mountain and the Valley (1952) 
 Ethel Wilson, Swamp Angel (1954) 
 Sheila Watson, The Double Hook (1959) 
 Michael Ondaatje, In the Skin of a Lion (1987) 
 Tomson Highway, The Rez Sisters (1988) 
 Dionne Brand, In Another Place, Not Here (1996) 
 Course reader containing excerpted criticism, including: 

 Raymond Williams, The Country and the City, excerpts (1973) 
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 Northrop Frye, “Conclusion to a Literary History of Canadaâ€• (1965) 
 Glenn Willmott, “On Postcolonial Modernism: The Invisible City in The Mountain 

and the Valleyâ€• (1995) 
 Douglas Ivison and Justin D. Edwards “Introduction” to Downtown Canada: 

Writing Canadian Cities (2005) 
 Freiwald, Bina Toledo “Cartographies of Be/Longing: Dionne Brand’s In Another 

Place, Not Hereâ€• (2002) 

Course Requirements: 

 Participation in class discussion and activities, 15% 
 Two short “readings” of literary and critical texts, 10% each 
 Peer feedback on another student’s reading, 10% 
 Research paper proposal and research paper (12 pp), 35% 
 Final exam, 20% 

 


