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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 478M: Postcolonial Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Catherine Nelson-McDermott 
Section: 004 
Term: 1 
 

Literature and Anti-Colonial Discourse 

 
Course Description: 
The turn of the Twentieth Century saw a shift in colonial and racial attitudes that culminate in a later 
rise of nationalisms and decolonisation. While we tend to think that post-colonial conceptualizations of 
the world are a “contemporary” phenomenon, many of these markers and mindsets were already in 
existence by the end of the Nineteenth Century. Looking at a variety of texts from Britain and its 
Empire, we will try to figure out how writers responded to the question of colonial and race relations in 
the first half of this century and whether we have really “progressed” as much as we think we have in 
this area. We will look at Canada’s neocolonial relations with Haiti as one still problematic exemplar, 
and we may discuss theories of globalization as the progeny of postcolonialism. We may take on the 
upgrading of Wikipedia’s currently quite lamentable page on Postcolonial Theory if we become 
interested in a useful class project. 
 
DISCLAIMER: This is an upper-level course. It is, therefore, highly participatory in its learning 
strategies. If you’re only comfortable in a lecture class, this likely not the class for you. Of course, even 
if you are shy, you may find you actually like discussion and have interesting and urgent things to say, 
if you at least pretend to do so from the start. 
 
Required Texts (subject to change): 

 Schreiner, Olive. Trooper Peter Halket of Mashonaland. (1897) 
 Conrad, Joseph. Heart of Darkness. (1899) 
 Kipling’s “White Man’s Burden” (1899) 

http://www.wsu.edu:8001/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/kipling.html 
 Freud. “The Horror of Incest” from Totem and Taboo. (1913)  (translated in this edition as 

“The Savage’s Dread of 
Incest”http://www.archive.org/stream/totemtabooresemb00freu/totemtabooresemb00freu_
djvu.txt 

 Hobson, J.A. Imperialism: A Study. (1902) 
 Woolf, Leonard. The Village in the Jungle. (1913) 
 Anand, Mulk Raj. The Untouchable. (1935) 
 Hobbs, Ann, as told to Robert Specht. Tisha: The Story of a Young Teacher in the   Alaska 

Wilderness. (1976, about events in 1927) 
 Wikipedia on “Race and Intelligence” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_(classification_of_human_beings)#Race_and_intelligence 

http://www.wsu.edu:8001/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/kipling.html
http://www.archive.org/stream/totemtabooresemb00freu/totemtabooresemb00freu_djvu.txt
http://www.archive.org/stream/totemtabooresemb00freu/totemtabooresemb00freu_djvu.txt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_(classification_of_human_beings)#Race_and_intelligence
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Between-group_differences_in_IQ 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heritability_of_IQ 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intelligence_and_public_policy#Race_issues 
http://web.princeton.edu/sites/english/postco/Conference%20concepts.htm 

 Young, Robert. Postcolonialism: An Historical Introduction Wiley-Blackwell 2001 or Robert 
Young's Postcolonialism: A Very Short Introduction  OUP 2003 

Recommended Texts: 

 Boehmer, Elleke. Colonial and Postcolonial Literature: Migrant Metaphors. 
 Said, Edward. Orientalism and Culture and Imperialism. 

Course Requirements: 

 Class Participation: 15% 
 Analysis Portfolio (see below): 35% 
 Essay (10 pages): 20% 
 Final exam: 30% 

No late essays will be accepted unless the student has made prior arrangements with the instructor. 
ALL ROUGH WORK MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THE ESSAY. 
 
Analysis Portfolio 
Portfolios must be at least 3-4 pages in length for each entry (one every second week) and must be a 
thoughtful reading of (or response to) the literature we are studying. These are LITERARY ANALYSIS 
entries intended to give you an opportunity to practice written analysis of both texts and the critical 
debate around those texts. Ideally, you should find a starting point for your paper in this work. I will 
take them in three times during the semester. 
 
Participation Marks Outline: 
A = frequent insightful contributions in class; real engagement with the material 
B = frequent contributions which are thoughtful; student is part of the course dynamic 
C = less frequent but still thoughtful contributions along with contributions in group work 
D = attended and looked to be paying attention; sent the occasional email 
F = occupied a chair and/or did not attend 
(If you are the sort that absolutely cannot bear to speak in class, you may get around this problem by 
sending me emails two days before each class with your thoughts, questions, soliloquies, rants, raves, 
and lyrics. I may, however, copy your comments to the class.) 
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