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Conceptual metaphor and discourse genre 

 
Course Description: 
This course will introduce students to research in the applications of the theory of conceptual 
metaphor. It is a recent cognitive theory of the emergence of linguistic meaning which attempts to 
identify the thought processes responsible for the emergence of linguistic usage. It often works with 
the lexical resources of language, but it also investigates linguistic form, as well as other meaningful 
modalities (gesture, sign language, the media, visual modes of communication, etc.). 
 
The course will have three goals. First, students will be introduced to the basics of the theory, and will 
be given a broad overview of terminological and methodological specificity of the cognitive study of 
language. In the second part of the course, we will explore the methodological underpinnings of 
approaching various discourse genres through the theory of metaphor (for example, we will look at 
work done on political discourse, language of science, the language of literature, advertising, the 
language of comics, etc.). In the third part, students will explore other areas of discourse through their 
own work. Each student will choose a project in which the tools developed in class will be applied to 
some selected data. The results of the research will be presented in class, and then discussed in a 
research paper. 
 
Prerequisites: 
required courses in the English Language Major program; Engl 328 is recommended. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Elena Semino Metaphor in Discourse, Cambridge University Press 2008 

Supplementary Texts: 

 Zoltán Kövecses Metaphor: A practical introduction, Oxford University Press 2002 

Course Requirements: 
Participation - 15% 
Mid-course response to readings - 25% 
In-class presentation - 25% 
Term paper - 35% 


