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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 490: Majors Seminar (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 007 
Term: 1 
 

Animal, Human, and Artificial Intelligences in Contemporary Fiction 

 
Course Description: 
"I know what you want [...] you need a story that won't surprise you. That will confirm what you 
already know [...] you want a story without animals."~Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin 
 
The awkward question posed by the changes we have labelled posthumanism is not 'Will we develop 
machines that are equal or superior to humans?' We have already described how this will probably 
happen. The difficult question is, 'Why do we want to develop such machines and to what ends will 
they be put?' ~Robert Pepperell 
 
In reading, discussing, researching, and writing about primary texts--a selection of 20th and 21st 
century novels--and in your exploration of critical writings related to them, this seminar will focus on 
the ways in which the age-old question of what it means to be human is explored in narratives 
featuring human characters sharing space, time, and experiences with animals and/or machines. How 
human intelligences ignore, interact, and clash with animal and/or artificial intelligences will be the 
starting point in your reading, discussion, writing, and research for this majors seminar. 
 
Required Texts: 
[texts will be available at the campus Bookstore in early August] 

 Atwood, Oryx and Crake (Bantam) 
 Findley, Not Wanted on the Voyage (Penguin) 
 King, Green Grass, Running Water (HarperTrophy) 
 Martel, Life of Pi (Bantam) 
 Sawyer, Watch (Penguin Canada) 
 Thomas, Curiosity (Emblem) 
 York,  Fauna (Vintage: paperback edition available July 26, 2011) 

A list of critical secondary readings required for the course will be provided at the first class meeting in 
September. 
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Course Requirements: 

 effective engagement and participation throughout the course 
 a seminar presentation 
 mid-term essay test 
 short critical reading paper 
 research-paper proposal and annotated bibliography 
 research paper 

 


