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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 490: Majors Seminar (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Sherrill Grace 
Section: 012 
Term: 2 
 

Canada and the Theatres of War 

 
Course Description: 
This seminar is devoted to a study of the genre of drama and the representation of 
war.  Contemporary Canadian playwrights have created some major and innovative examples of what 
can be described as plays about war (rather than war plays as such); these plays address issues on the 
home front more than actual battles, and they explore ethical dilemmas faced by racism, violence, 
sexism, and immigration.  They also examine aspects of Canadian history that haunt some of the 
decisions made by politicians during war time. 
 
A background in theatre studies is not required, but some knowledge of Canadian literature and history 
will be helpful.  We will discuss at least 9 plays in their historical context and these texts will be drawn 
from the 2-volume collection called Canada and the Theatre of War.  Because the Great War is seen as 
crucial to the national development of Canada, we will read up to 4 plays about WWI, but we will then 
turn to the representation of WWII in 2 plays (Burning Vision and None is too many) followed by 3 
plays that consider recent conflicts and Canadian responses to them.  One of these plays will 
be Scorched, on which the 2011 award-winning film Incendies is based. 
 
If time permits we will screen 2 films related to these plays, and lectures will be illustrated by 
PowerPoint presentations on historical backgrounds and performances. 
 
NOTE: for those interested in opera the Pacific Opera Company in Victoria is premiering the 
opera Mary’s Wedding adapted from Massicotte’s play by the same name. 
 
Course Requirements: 

 1 in-class seminar 
 1 research essay 
 1 additional writing assignment, tba 

NOTE:  This seminar meets both the Majors seminar requirement and the Canadian content 
requirement for the English literature major. 

 


