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American Suffrage Print Culture 

 
Course Description: 
The American suffrage campaign produced a vibrant and complex literary culture that documented new 
feminist political strategies and generated support for the cause while also experimenting with a range 
of forms and aesthetics. Suffrage literature was an integral part of what Margaret Finnegan calls "the 
art of politics" (2), best understood within a context of circulation and production that involved 
suffragists in every aspect of print culture--from street- corner distribution of periodicals to professional 
editing of presses like the National Woman Suffrage Publishing Company. 
 
This honours seminar will survey American suffrage print culture from the proto-feminist 1848 
manifesto, "The Declaration of Sentiments", to the autobiographical works written in the decade 
following the granting of woman suffrage in 1920. It will focus not only on poetry, fiction, drama, and 
autobiography by Henry James, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Edna Ferber, Marianne Moore, Sui Sin Far and 
Gertrude Stein and other canonical American literary figures, but also on banners, posters, cartoons, 
and valentines created as suffrage propaganda. More specifically, it will challenge the theoretical 
distinction between propaganda and literature and will speculate about the accuracy and relevance of 
the presumed "great divide" (Huyssen) between modernist literary experiment and radical polemic. 
 
This seminar will appeal to students interested in popular print culture, modernism, and cultural 
studies. 
 
Required Texts: 

 theories of print culture (by Habermas, Kittler, David Henkin) 
 theories of propaganda (by Mark Wollaeger, Janet Lyon) 
 theories of modernism (by Joseph Harrington, Mark Wollaeger, Ann Ardis) 
 literary texts by Henry James, Gertrude Stein, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Sui Sin Far, Djuna 

Barnes, Marianne Moore, Edna Ferber 

 


