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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 492D: Senior Honours Seminar – Research (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Suzy Anger 
Section: 004 
Term: 2 
 

Seminar in Literary Consciousness in Nineteenth-Century and Modernist Fiction 

 
Course Description: 
The modern discipline of psychology developed during the nineteenth-century alongside new 
understandings of the physical nature of the mind.  In this seminar we will examine the ways in which 
the naturalization of the mind in the nineteenth century transformed the representation of 
consciousness in fiction. New findings on brain physiology in the period gave rise to debates on topics 
such as the relation between body and mind, the workings of memory, the unity of the self, humans as 
automata, and aberrant versus “normal” psychology. Those problems together with new theories on 
the unconscious mind were quickly incorporated into literary texts, altering both the subject matter of 
fiction and the ways in which consciousness is represented in language. We will take up a range of 
topics (stream of consciousness, dreams, heredity, hypnotism, insanity, and double consciousness) as 
we consider how the new views on the workings of the mind influenced the form and content of fiction 
from the nineteenth-century into modernism. 
 
Required Texts: 
PRIMARY 

 Samuel Butler, “Book of the Machines” (from Erewhon) 
 Conan Doyle, “The Great Keinplatz Experiment” 
 George Eliot, The Lifted Veil 
 Sigmund Freud, from The Interpretation of Dreams 
 Henry James, “The Beast in the Jungle” 
 William James, from “Are We Automata?” 
 Rudyard Kipling, Wireless” 
 Henry Maudsley, from “The Physical Conditions of Consciousness” 
 Robert Louis Stevenson, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
 -----, “A Chapter on Dreams” 
 Thomas Hardy, The Woodlanders 
 Gertrude Stein, “Melanctha” 
 Virginia Woolf, “The Mark on the Wall” 

SECONDARY 

 Dorrit Cohn, from Transparent Minds 
 Alan Palmer, from Fictional Minds 
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 Judith Ryan, from Early Psychology and Literary Modernism 

Course Requirements: 

 Seminar paper (roughly 12-15 pages) 
 Presentation (roughly 25 minutes) 
 Three sets of questions on the readings 
 Occasional in-class written responses to the reading 

 


