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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
ENGL 535B: Studies in the Victorian Period (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Suzy Anger 
Section: 002 
Term: 2 
 

Victorians and Machines: Literature, Technology, Bodies, and Minds 

 
Course Description: 
Nineteenth-century society was transformed by the rise of the machine, and Victorians alternately 
reviled and lauded those developments. While Thomas Carlyle famously denounced his “Mechanical 
Age,” the Great Exhibition of 1851 celebrated technological progress in spectacular displays of 
machinery and its products. In this seminar, we will consider the impact of machines, industrialization, 
and technological innovation on Victorian literary texts. We will examine machines as they are 
represented in literature, and also discuss the influence that new technologies such as photography, 
telegraphy, and film had on both the narrative form of Victorian literature and the conception of 
character in fiction. Many Victorian writers were interested in the relationship between people and 
machines, so a number of the texts we’ll read investigate questions of mechanism, mind, and body, 
asking whether humans are simply complex machines. Other texts represent the probable 
consequences of increased technological advancement for humans. Topics discussed will include the 
industrial novel, urbanization, mechanical production, anti-industrialism, technological investigation of 
the supernatural, automatons, human-machine associations, the brain as machine, and the emergence 
of science fiction. 
 
Required Texts: 
PRIMARY 

 Samuel Butler, “Book of the Machines” (from Erewhon) 
 Edward Bulwer Lytton, “The Haunted and the Haunters; or the House and the Brain” 
 Thomas Carlyle, “Signs of the Times” 
 Charles Dickens, “The Signal Man,” Dombey and Son 
 Conan Doyle, “The Great Keinplatz Experiment,” “The Los Amigos Fiasco” 
 George Eliot, “Shadows of the Coming Race” 
 E.M. Forster, “The Machine Stops” 
 Thomas Hardy, The Woodlanders 
 Henry James, In the Cage 
 Rudyard Kipling, “Wireless” 
 William Morris, “How We Live and How We Might Live” 
 H.G. Wells, The Time Machine 
 And a group of once-popular automata stories (“The Patent Wife,” “The New Frankenstein, 

“The Automaton Ear,” “Frighted with False Fire”) 
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SECONDARY 
selections from 

 Nicholas Daly, Literature, Technology, and Modernity 
 Lisa Gitelman, Scripts, Grooves and Writing Machines 
 Friedrich Kittler, Gramophone, Film, Typewriter 
 Richard Menke, Telegraphic Realism 
 Anson Rabinbach, The Human Motor 
 Herbert Sussman, Victorian Technology 
 Pamela Thurschwell, Literature, Technology, and Magical Thinking 
 Raymond Williams, Culture and Society 
 Martin Willis. Mesmerists, Monsters, and Machines 

Course Requirements: 
There will be one long essay (which will require a paper proposal) (paper length:16-24 pages, due at 
the end of the semester); a seminar presentation (roughly 30 minutes); and five sets of questions on 
the readings. 
 
Grades: 
Final grade will be based 60% on the paper, 15% on course participation, 15% on response writing 
and questions, and 10% on the presentation. 


