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2011 Winter Session (2011-2012 Academic Year) 
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Instructor: Laura Moss 
Section: 001 
Term: 2 
 

The Work of J.M. Coetzee 

 
Course Description: 
In winning the 2003 Nobel Prize for literature, two Booker prizes, and many other prestigious awards, 
J.M. Coetzee’s position as one of the world’s leading contemporary writers is secured. In this course, 
we will trace the development of Coetzee’s work over the past forty years from the 
obscure Dusklands to the recent fictionalized autobiography Summertime. We will read his works of 
fiction together with his critical essays (White Writing and Giving Offense, in particular) in an attempt 
to situate Coetzee in topics ranging from allegory, to animal rights, to apartheid. We will also situate 
Coetzee’s early corpus in the wider South African literary, political, and social context by looking at the 
substantial debate around seeing “art as a weapon of struggle” (Sachs, Siers, Press, and de Kok) and 
the debate about the “spectacularization” of violence in South African literature (Ndebele, O’Brien).  We 
will also consider his move to Australia and the impact it has had on his writing.  Since many of the 
foremost postcolonial critics and theorists have written on Coetzee, this course will also trace the 
development of postcolonial theory over the past thirty years in conjunction with the development of 
Coetzee’s work by looking at criticism by Njabulo Ndebele, Derek Attridge, Zakes Mda, Rosemary Jolly, 
Rita Barnard, Sam Durrant, Frederic Jameson, Abdul JanMohamed, Kwame Anthony Appiah, Homi 
Bhabha, Robert Young, and others. This course will be both an in-depth examination of the work of J.M 
Coetzee and an exploration of the current state of postcolonial criticism as it interacts with 
postmodernism, globalization, environmentalism, feminism, humanitarianism, and ethics. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Dusklands (1974) 
 Waiting for the Barbarians (1980) 
 Life and Times of Michael K. (1983) 
 Foe (1986) 
 White Writing (1988) 
 Master of Petersburg  (1994) 
 Giving Offence (1996) 
 Boyhood (1996) 
 Disgrace (1999) 
 Elizabeth Costello (2003) 
 Slow Man (2007) 
 Summertime (2009) 
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Schedule: 
Week 1- South African Literature: the debates 
Week 2- Art and the Writer: White Writing: On the Culture of Letters in South Africa  
Week 3- Censorship: Giving Offence: Essays on Censorship 
Week 4- Proverbs and Postmodernism: Dusklands 
Week 5- National Allegory and Postcolonialism: Waiting for the Barbarians 
Week 6- Mediated Violence: Life and Times of Michael K  
Week 7-Writing Back: Foe 
Week 8- Beyond South Africa: Master of Petersburg 
Week 9- Life Writing and Memory: excerpts from Boyhood, Youth, Summertime  
Week 10- Post-apartheid South Africa: Disgrace 
Week 11- Environmental Rights and Freedoms: Elizabeth Costello 
Week 12- Global Ethics: Slow Man. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=White_Writing:_On_the_Culture_of_Letters_in_South_Africa_(book)&action=edit&redlink=1

