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2012 Summer Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Catherine Nelson-McDermott 
Section: MA5 
Term: 1A 
 
Course Description: 
Through the study of selected examples of poetry, fiction, and drama, this course will introduce you to 
the fundamentals of university-level literary study and furnish you with the skills to think and write 
critically about literature and its relationship to the world around it.  We will work with a postcolonial 
and new historicist framework for much of the work that we do (so be prepared to discuss the text in 
its historical context).  This section’s learning style is very interactive; you will learn and practice the 
required skills by interacting with the texts, the instructor, and each other. By the end of this course, 
you will be able to write an extended literary analysis, the building block of all academic writing on 
literature.  Whether you love literature or are perplexed by it, this is the course that will give you the 
tools to discuss the material in the academic setting. 
 
Prerequisites: 
Completion of all sections of the Language Proficiency Index Test with a level 5 or 6 on the essay 
section of the Test, or the equivalent. 
 
Required Texts: 
(editions to be confirmed by the Bookstore) 

 Shakespeare, Wm. Anthony and Cleopatra. Ed Ania Loomba. Norton Critical Ed. 2011. 
 Coleridge, ST. Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Illst. Dore. Dover, 1970.  
 Rossetti, Christina. Goblin Market and Other Poems. Dover Thrift. 
 Kipling. Kim. Dover Thrift. 
 Bringhurst, Robert and Bill Reid. The Raven Steals the Light. Douglas & McIntyre. 1996.  
 If we have time at the end of the course, we will read Ann-Marie MacDonald’s Goodnight 

Desdemona, (Good Morning Juliet) â€“ not yet ordered. 
 series of online poetry and short story sources will be listed in your course outline, which 

will be sent to you via email shortly before the class begins. 

 
Course Requirements: 
Class Participation - 15% 
In-class essay #1 - 15% 
In-class essay #2 -  15% 
Class research work or home essay - 25% 
Final (3 hours) -  30% 
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Class Participation: Class participation includes respectful behaviour towards students and teacher, 
as well as regular attendance and active, vigorousparticipation in class discussion. It also includes 
pre-class reading and thought. You must have the day’s material read ahead of time. 
 


