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2012 Summer Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Kathryn Grafton 
Section: MA7 
Term: 1A 
 

Vancouver: Situated Writings, Situated Readings 

 
Course Description: 
English 110 provides you with a foundation in the critical reading, analysis, and writing skills that are 
necessary to study literature in university. This section focuses on works of non-fiction, short stories, 
poetry, and fiction that all share a common focus: Vancouver. We will examine these texts as 
representations of Vancouver and its inhabitants; in particular, we will focus on questions of identity 
(including gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, religion, and class) and social norms, constraints, and 
repercussions. Our course will also pursue genre theorist M.M. Bakhtin’s important observation that 
literary works are at once responsive and assuming a response. We will consider the ways that our 
course texts respond to particular situations (including housing prices, the treatment of Japanese-
Canadians during and after World War II, the Pickton trial, and the threat of a catastrophic earthquake) 
and realize responses from readers in other situations (including a public book club, literary prizes, 
reviews, and letters to authors). To explore further how writings and readings are situated, we will 
examine archival material in UBC’s Rare Books and Special Collections, including the fonds of Joy 
Kogawa and Douglas Coupland. 
 
Prerequisites: 
Completion of all sections of the Language Proficiency Index Test with a level 5 or 6 on the essay 
section of the Test, or the equivalent. 
 
Required Texts: 
(subject to change) 

 Wayson Choy’s “Chapter Three,” Paper Shadows* 
 Wayde Compton’s “Band” and “Inlet Holler”* 
 Douglas Coupland’s City of Glass, revised edition 
 Zsuzsi Gartner’s “City of My Dreams” and “Investment Results May Vary”* 
 Joy Kogawa’s Obasan 
 Evelyn Lau’s “The Pickton Trial”* 
 Daphne Marlatt’s “Steveston as you find it:” and “Work”* 
 Al Purdy’s “Piling Blood”* 
 Madeleine Thien’s “Simple Recipes”* 

* = readings in our UBC bookstore coursepack 
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Course Requirements: 
(subject to change) 

 Participation (10%), which includes contributions to class discussions, online postings, 
archival work, peer review, class presentations and debates, and attendance 

 Self-portrait (in a genre and medium of your choice) + analysis (15%) 
 In-class essay (15%) 
 Take-home essay (30%) 
 Final Exam (30%) 

 


