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2012 Summer Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Laurie McNeill 
Section: MA8 
Term: 1A 
 

Crossing the Hyphen: Identity Explorations in Contemporary Canadian Literature 

 
Course Description: 
In English 110 we read and analyse poetry, drama, and prose, discussing the issues that these texts 
raise both independently and comparatively. Our course readings all engage with questions of identity 
in contemporary Canadian literature, with characters seeking to understand the multiple individual and 
social forces that shape who they are and that position them on the borders of several identities and 
communities. In working with our texts, we will consider as well such topics as history (and its 
intersection with and effects on the individual), cultural collision / exchange, race, and gender. Our 
conversations about these issues will be grounded in the texts, so we will learn and practice literary 
and cultural analysis. Students will be invited to consult relevant scholarly and popular materials as part 
of our discussions. In the course of our studies, we will spend some time with the archival materials 
from the Chung Collection of UBC’s Rare Books and Special Collections and with the collections of the 
Museum of Anthropology. By the end of the course, students will be familiar with several contemporary 
texts in several genres, have significantly developed their reading, analysis, and feedback skills, and 
explored some implications of cultural representations and constructions of identity. 
 
Our course objectives: 

1. to learn and apply the principles of literary analysis 
2. to practice how to write in a range of situations (e.g., collaboratively, in class, at home) and in 

a range of academic genres (e.g., passage analysis, comparative essay, analytical response)   
3. to use and develop writing and analysis skills through giving and receiving constructive, critical 

feedback in peer workshops 

Prerequisites: 
Completion of all sections of the Language Proficiency Index Test with a level 5 or 6 on the essay 
section of the Test, or the equivalent. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Fred Wah, Diamond Grill (prose poetry) 
 Guillermo Verdecchia, Fronteras Americanas / American Borders (drama) 
 Miriam Toews, A Complicated Kindness (novel)   
 Eden Robinson, Traplines (short fiction) 
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We may also look at other poetry, available as custom courseware or a handout 
 
Course Requirements: 
Classwork  
(attendance, informed participation, exercises, quizzes, workshops, etc.)* 
Essay #1 In-class exercise 
Essay #2 short analytical response 
Final Critical Essay 
Final exam  
 
* Note: Preparation and participation are essential to success in this course and are, of course, 
predicated upon consistent attendance. 


