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2012 Summer Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 331A: The Structure of Modern English – Sentences and 
Their Uses (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Laurel Brinton 
Section: 951 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
In this course, we study the principles by which contemporary English operates (beyond the level of 
the word). The course is taken up primarily with a detailed analysis of English sentence structure 
(syntax) from a generative perspective. We consider the structure of both simple and complex 
sentences, analyzing the different types of subordinate clauses, both finite and non-finite. We end with 
a brief examination of the functions of language (pragmatics), with a focus on information 
structuring. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of first-year ENGL, ARTS, or ASTU and third-year standing.  
ENGL 330 is not a prerequisite for ENGL 331 but is recommended. 
 
* * N.B. This course is not open to students who have taken ENGL 329 * * 
 
Required Texts: 

 L.J. Brinton and D.M. Brinton, The Linguistic Structure of Modern English (Benjamins 2010). 

Course Requirements: 
The written work required in this course includes: 

1. three unit tests: These will be non-comprehensive; each will be worth 28% of the final mark 
(the three tests total 84% of the final mark). The third test is scheduled during the April 
examination period but is no different in length and weight from the other tests. The tests are 
similar in kind to the homework exercises, including fill-in-the-blank type questions, brief 
problems, short answer/essay questions, and definitions. You must sit every test to pass the 
course. 

2. six online participation quizzes. Each week, students will be required to complete an online 
multiple-choice quiz based on the material covered in the preceding week. Quizzes will be 
available for students to take from Friday morning (8 a.m.) to the following Monday (9 a.m.) 
They are worth 16% of the final mark. Unlimited time may be taken to complete the quizzes 
(you may save your answers and return at a later time to the quiz) and they are open book, but 
they may be attempted only once. 
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All of the self-testing homework exercises (on a website accompanying the textbook) listed on the 
syllabus should be completed. Time will be allotted in class for going over the exercises. 

Nature of the Course 
This course will require you to learn a body of factual information and a technical vocabulary, to use 
your problem-solving abilities in applying the concepts learned to the analysis of concrete examples, 
and to acquire a set of skills, including syntactic diagrams. 

Format of the Course 
The course will be primarily lecture with question/answer and in-class exercises. If time permits, there 
may be some opportunity for group work on exercises in class. 

N.B. Because of the condensed nature of the summer session course, the pace of the 
course is accelerated, and it is imperative that you keep up with the work (the readings 
and self-testing exercises). 

 


