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2012 Summer Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 464A: Twentieth-Century Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Sean Saunders 
Section: 921 
Term: 1B 
 

Bodily Re-Visions: Gender Variance an Transgenderism in Film and Fiction from the 
1950s to the Present 
 
Course Description: 
Transgender studies enables a critique of the conditions that cause transgender phenomena to stand 
out [as seemingly anomalous], and that allow gender normativity to disappear into the unanalyzed, 
ambient background. â€”Susan Stryker, ed. The Transgender Studies Reader (2005) 
 
Films such as The Crying Game (1992), Boys Don’t Cry (1999), and Transamerica (2005), and 
television characters like Max in The L-Word (2004–2009), attest to considerable popular interest, at 
the close of the twentieth century and the beginning of the twenty-first, in transgendered individuals, 
identity and phenomena. In our class, we will examine links and disjunctions between such recent 
treatments of gender variant identities and Cold-War–era understandings of subjects whose gender 
expression constitutes a challenge to supposedly basic dualisms such as woman/man, girl/boy, 
masculine/feminine, and queer/straight. We will focus in particular on how cultural norms and 
institutions generate various possibilities for “legitimate” human identities while simultaneously 
foreclosing upon, or de-legitimating, others. 
 
From a disciplinary perspective, our class will fall both within the well-established realm of literary 
studies and within the purview of the comparatively new interdisciplinary field of transgender studies, 
which draws on social sciences and psychiatry, physical and life sciences, and the humanities and the 
arts. 
 
Our texts will take in a range of material from the 1950s to the present, including a pulp novel, 
transgendered memoir, popular and literary fiction, fiction written for children and young adults, and 
film. It will also likely include some examples of medical research, as well as theoretical and critical 
readings. 
 
Required Texts (Tentative): 
(to be confirmed closer to the course date) 
 
Print: 

 Course pack containing: Christine Jorgensen’s memoir “The Story of My Life” (1953), Mark 
Shane’s pulp novel Sex Gantlet to Murder (1955), a selection of short stories, press 
clippings, historical medical scholarship, and critical readings 
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 Angela Carter, The Passion of New Eve (1977) 
 Gene Kemp, The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tiler (1977) 
 Jeanette Winterson, Written on the Body (1992) 
 Jackie Kay, Trumpet (1998) 
 Charlie Anders, Choir Boy (2005) OR Ellen Wittlinger, Parrotfish (2007) OR Brian 

Katcher, Almost Perfect (2009) 
 Graham Rawle, Woman’s World (2005) 

Films may include selections from the following: 

 Neil Jordan, The Crying Game (1992) 
 Alain Berliner, Ma vie en rose (1997) 
 Kimberly Peirce, Boys Don’t Cry (1999) 
 Duncan Tucker, TransAmerica (2005) 
 Gwen Haworth, She’s a Boy I Knew (2005) 

Recommended Texts: 

 Susan Stryker, Transgender History (2008) 


