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Children’s Fantasy Literature in Britain 

 
Course Description: 
Much fantasy literature for children focuses on a child or adolescent's quest to gain ascendancy in the 
battle between good and evil.  The literature we will explore in this course relies on mostly British and 
European national myths of adventure, religion and selfhood.  As we examine these quest narratives, 
we will trace the ways in which patterns and continuities of history and memory, the force of nostalgia 
in creating an idealized past, and the reliance on an assumed framework of common cultural 
community combine to form potent ideological perspectives about nationhood, which are both 
maintained and challenged by the authors we will study.  Our approach in this course will be from a 
literary, rather than education studies or child psychology perspectives.  
 
Required Texts: 

 Lewis Carroll, Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (Broadview) 
 J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkhaban 
 J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit. 
 C.S. Lewis, The Magician's Nephew (HarperTrophy Colour Ed.) 
 C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (HarperTrophy Colour Ed.) 
 Philip Pullman, The Golden Compass 

Recommended Texts: 

 Lukens. A Critical Handbook of Children’s Literature. 8th ed. 
 Russell. Literature for Children. 6th ed. 
 Lester. An Essential Guide for Writing Research Papers. Cdn. ed. 
 Wylie. Considering Children’s Literature. 

Course Requirements: 

 Contributions to the class (class discussion, attendance): 5% 
 Midterm (in-class essay): 20% 
 Group Presentation A (annotated bibliography and mini-seminar): 10%     
 Group Presentation B (scholarly + creative): 10% 
 Term Paper (home essay): 25% 
 Final Examination (essay and short questions): 30% 


