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2012 Summer Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 535A: Studies in the Victorian Period (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Deanna Kreisel 
Section: 951 
Term: 2 
 

Victorian Spaces 

 
Course Description: 
In this course we will analyze various conceptions of interiority—architectural, psychological, and 
literary—and narrative structures in the Victorian and early-Modernist novel.  How do we account for 
the fact that architectural writers such as John Ruskin and William Morris were developing complex and 
sophisticated theories of interior domestic space during the same historical period as the birth of 
interiority in psychology and the composition of the psychological novels of the Brontës, George Eliot, 
Thomas Hardy, and Joseph Conrad?  Our work in this course will proceed from the premise that the 
relationship among these phenomena is not as straightforward as that between a metaphorical concept 
(for example, psychic interiority) and its literal elaboration (for instance, interior domestic space) but 
rather that these relationships are dialectical and reciprocal: scientific and novelistic experimentation 
determined and shaped the understanding of what was knowable. 
 
The 1851 census defined a family as the “persons under one head” who enjoyed “the exclusive 
command of the entrance-hall and stairs—and the possession of the free space between the ground 
and sky.”  The interior spaces of Victorian domestic architecture were thus seen as constitutive of the 
family and the individual, particularly when considered in contradistinction to the outdoor public spaces 
that simultaneously threatened dissolution and afforded freedom to the stroller, the shopper, and the 
poet.  Our avenues of investigation in this course will thus include Victorian domestic architecture and 
interiors and urban and street spaces such as arcades and parks.  We will read novels and critical and 
aesthetic theory (both nineteenth-century and contemporary) in an attempt to understand the felt 
connections between the literal spaces of the home and city and the metaphorical spaces of the psyche 
and the body. 
 
Required Texts: 
Primary texts (will include): 

 Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre 
 Charles Dickens, Bleak House 
 Robert Louis Stevenson, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
 E. M. Forster, Howards End 
 Virginia Woolf, Mrs Dalloway 
 John Ruskin, architectural and aesthetic writings 
 William Morris, architectural and aesthetic writings 
 Oscar Wilde, aesthetic writings 
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 William James, selected writings 

Critical writings will include: 

 Vincent Pecora, Households of the Soul 
 Frances Ferguson, Solitude and the Sublime 
 Walter Benjamin, Arcades Project 
 and criticism by Linda C. Dowling, Regenia Gagnier, Patrick Brantlinger, Kevin McLaughlin, 

Rachel Teukolsky, Jonah Siegel, Sharon Marcus, and others 

Course Requirements: 

 one seminar paper (15-20 pages) 
 an annotated bibilography and presentation 
 reading questions 
 class participation 

 


