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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Gisèle M. Baxter 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 

Art, like Nature, has her monsters… -- Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray 

This course will focus on three novels, all inheritors of the Gothic impulse characteristic of the late 18th 
century, and all concerned with secret lives and locked rooms. These late 19th-century novels have had 
considerable influence on popular culture; we will, in studying the novels themselves, discuss that 
influence in terms of film, television, contemporary popular fiction, graphic novels, etc.: students will be 
encouraged to find and introduce examples. Through related readings in criticism and theory, we will 
examine the nature of literary and cultural studies, and their relationship to other academic disciplines 
(such as history, psychology, and sociology), through consideration of genre, production, and 
reception, as well as the difficulty, if not impossibility, of reaching a "fixed" or consensus reading of any 
text. When possible, film clips will be screened; supplementary material will be made available online 
and on reserve in the Koerner Library. 
 
Notes: 
(1) This course meets the three-credit UBC Faculty of Arts writing requirement.       
(2) This course is also recommended for students planning a major, minor, or honours degree in 
English studies. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or exemption 
 
Required Texts (Tentative): 

 Robert Louis Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
 Bram Stoker, Dracula 
 Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray 
 A selection of short fiction, including Charles Perrault's "Bluebeard", selections from Edgar 

Allan Poe, and Angela Carter's "The Bloody Chamber" and "The Lady of the House of Love" 
 The Canadian Writer's Handbook: Essentials Edition 
 Custom Course Materials for English 100/001 
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Course Requirements: 

 participation (largely based on regular contribution to in-class and online discussion, as well 
as a private response journal: 10%) 

 response journal portfolio (including at least four entries, responding to at least two novels, 
one short story, and one article: 20%) 

 midterm in-class essay (15%) 
 term paper with research requirement (25%) 
 final examination (30%) 

Updates will be posted on my blog, linked here: http://faculty.arts.ubc.ca/gmbaxter, or follow me on 
Twitter (@drgmbaxter) for notices of updates. 
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