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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Leni Robinson 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

Storytelling in and about Postmodern Fiction 

 
Course Description: 
Through three entertaining postmodern novels, all of which revolve around the theme of storytelling, 
this course will journey from irreverent revisions of creation myths, to the social ferment of late 
nineteenth-century England, to a futuristic Korea and post-apocalyptic Hawaii. Along the way we will 
discuss the kinds of “stories” that we can tell about the literature that we are reading, and the best 
ways to go about telling these stories in a university context. At the same time as we read Thomas 
King’s hilarious novel Green Grass, Running Water, we will also look at a small collection of secondary 
material on the novel that exemplifies some of the forms of literary criticism that are current in 
academia today, and we will consider some of the more technical aspects of writing such material well. 
The second two novels that we will read, A. S. Byatt’s The Children’s Book and David Mitchell’s Cloud 
Atlas: A Novel, are books on which little literary criticism as been written. These two novels will become 
the playground on which you will have the opportunity to exercise your critical abilities in discussions, 
presentations and your final paper. 
 
Notes: 
(1) This course meets the three-credit UBC Faculty of Arts writing requirement.       
(2) This course is also recommended for students planning a major, minor, or honours degree in 
English studies. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or exemption 
 
Required Texts: 

 Byatt, A. S. The Children’s Book. Toronto: Vintage, 2009. 
 King, Thomas. Green Grass, Running Water. Toronto: HarperCollins, 2007. 
 Lynn, Steven. Texts and Contexts: Writing about Literature with Critical Theory. 6th ed. 

Toronto: Longman, 2011. 
 Mitchell, David. Cloud Atlas: A Novel. Toronto: Vintage, 2004. 

Please note that we will read literary criticism from online databases, but it is possible that a small 
custom course package may have to be purchased as well. 
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Course Requirements: 

 Active participation (may include pop quizzes!)                  
 In-class essay                                                                     
 In-class presentation (ten minutes)                                         
 Research paper proposal                                                              
 Research paper                                                                                                
 Final exam      

 

 


