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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 005 
Term: 2 
 

Puzzles of Identity, Invention, and Reinvention in Selected Works of Poetry, 
Drama, and Fiction 

 
Course Description: 
“Who are you?” said the Caterpillar….”I—I hardly know, Sir, just at present—at least I know who 
I was when I got up this morning, but I think I must have been changed several times since then.” 
~ Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland , Lewis Carroll (1865) 
 
“There was no secure map that Emily could rely on, so I suppose she invented herself….On 
the Oronsay, … there was a chance to escape all order. And I reinvented myself in this seemingly 
imaginary world.” ~ The Cat’s Table, Michael Ondaatje (2011) 
 
Hidden identity, false identity, secret identity, national identity, cultural identity, identity theft, the 
search for identity, constructed and reconstructed identity …: over time, works of literature have made 
much of the question posed by the Caterpillar to Lewis Carroll’s Alice: who are you? 
 
Our course will develop around the study of identity puzzles in four primary works drawn from the 
literary genres of  poetry, drama, and fiction. Then, in the study of selected secondary texts—that is, 
articles and chapters drawn from research about identity—you will engage with texts providing insight 
into the various ways in which scholars explore questions, ideas, and arguments about identity inside 
and outside literary studies.  
The course will also provide you with opportunities to investigate and apply different theories of 
reading literature and to enter what is commonly referred to as the scholarly conversation in the kinds 
of approaches you will take to researching and writing about literature.  
 
Notes:   
(1) This course meets the three-credit UBC Faculty of Arts writing requirement.       
(2) This course is also recommended for students planning a major, minor, or honours degree in 
English studies. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or exemption 
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Required Texts: 
Primary works 

 Atwood, Oryx and Crake (Seal) 
 MacDonald, Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet)(Vintage) 
 Ondaatje, The Cat’s Table (Vintage) 
 Purdy, rooms for rent in the outer planets (Harbour) 

Secondary works 

 a course package of published articles/chapters representing several of the following fields 
of literary study and inquiry: cultural and identity studies; intertextuality; theories of humour 
and comedy; ecocriticism/green studies; the social, political, and historical dimensions of 
literature; gender and performance theory; semiotics 

Course Requirements: 

 active learning and effective contributions to class activities 
 a portfolio of critical summaries and responses to assigned readings 
 two in-class essays 
 a formal proposal and a research-based term paper 
 a final essay examination 

 


