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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 100: Reading and Writing About Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Leni Robinson 
Section: 009 
Term: 2 
 

The Mystery Novel 
 
Course Description: 
In this course we will journey through three significant moments in the development of the mystery 
novel. We will begin at the origins of the mystery novel with Wilkie Collins’ 1868 tale of the adventures 
and intrigues surrounding the theft of a sacred diamond. From there we will move to Oxford University 
in the 1930s, where Dorothy Sayers sets her early feminist detective story of slander and violence in a 
women’s college. Finally, we will journey at once forwards and backwards in time to consider Umberto 
Eco’s 1980 postmodern novel The Name of the Rose, in which men are dying under mysterious 
circumstances in a fourteenth-century Italian monastery. Along our journey we will sample the critical 
literature that is available on these three novels and consider what this literature can teach us about 
writing at the university level. We will also discuss and practise the various critical approaches that we 
can take to our reading. 
 
Notes: 
(1) This course meets the three-credit UBC Faculty of Arts writing requirement.       
(2) This course is also recommended for students planning a major, minor, or honours degree in 
English studies. 
 
Prerequisites: 
LPI level 5 or exemption 
 
Required Texts: 

 Collins, Wilkie. The Moonstone. Ed. Steve Farmer. (Broadview). 
 Eco, Umberto. The Name of the Rose. (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt). 
 Lynn, Steven. Texts and Contexts: Writing about Literature with Critical Theory. 6th ed. 

(Longman). 
 Sayers,  Dorothy L. Gaudy Night: A Lord Peter Wimsey Mystery with Harriet Vane. (Harper 

Paperbacks). 
 (A small selection of scholarly articles will also be read from online databases.) 
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Course Requirements: 
(subject to change) 

 Active participation (may include in-class exercises and pop quizzes!) 
 In-class essay  
 Research paper proposal 
 Research paper  
 Final exam 

 


