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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 110: Approaches to Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Richard Cavell 
Section: 028 
Term: 2 
 

Literature – and Other Media 

 
Course Description: 
This course examines the literary work and its traditional genres—fiction, non-fiction, drama, poetry—in 
the context of their relationship to other media—photography, visual arts, graphic texts, and so on. The 
following syllabus is accurate as of June 2012 but changes may occur subject to the availability of 
texts. Please note that some texts contain adult language and situations. All texts are available at the 
Bookstore and at Koerner Library Reserve, with the exception of those texts that are available 
on WebVista (www.vista.ubc.ca); the course launches in January 2013. 
 
Schedule: 
Week one: Introduction to the course 
Two: Marshall McLuhan, The Medium is the Massage (Berkeley: Gingko P, 2010) 
Three: McLuhan, continued 
Four: Kevin Kerr,  Studies in Motion (Vancouver: TalonBooks, 2008) 
Five: Kerr, continued 
Six: Poetry, on WebVista, with selections from L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E poetry and concrete poetry 
Seven: Douglas Coupland, Player One (Toronto: Anansi, 2010) 
Eight: Coupland, continued 
Nine: Poetry, continued (on WebVista) 
Ten: Mike Carey and Peter Gross, The Unwritten (N.Y.: DC Comics, 2010) 
Eleven: Carey and Gross, continued 
Twelve: Yvette Nolan, The Unplugging (note: this play is not yet in print; the draft text is on WebVista. 
The play will be performed at the Arts Club Theatre Revue Stage, on  
Granville Island, from October 11 to November 3rd 2012. Students who attend the play have the 
option of reviewing it rather than writing the take-home essay; a ticket-stub must be provided with the 
review. More information is available at www.artsclub.com and by calling 604 687 1644. 
Thirteen: Nolan, continued 
 
For further information about first year English, visit www.english.ubc.ca 
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