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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 111: Approaches to Non-Fictional Prose (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Alexander Dick 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 

Reading Popular Culture 

 
Course Description: 
ENGL 111 is designed to enable students to extend their critical and analytical skills and to develop an 
awareness of the rhetorical principles that inform discourse, broadly conceived. Through exposure to a 
variety of prose texts, students can develop a critical awareness of the relationship between style and 
meaning. Our subject for this exploration will be ‘popular culture,’ what it is, how it works, and why we 
both love and distrust it. We will consider three fundamental aspects of popular culture – technology, 
style, and economy – by pairing ‘classic’ studies (from the 1960s to the 1990s) with recent works on, 
specifically, video games, Celine Dion, and Facebook. We will think about the factors that go into 
making culture popular: novelty, sexiness, resistance, authenticity, the wow-factor! We will also 
consider how popular culture leads us – or doesn’t lead us - to think about the political and social 
problems of our day such as racism, gender, exploitation, addiction, nationalism, unemployment, and 
inequality. We will explore these issues through different genres: academic writing, polemical 
journalism, graphic book, memoir, and fictionalization. And we will ask ourselves how the rhetoric and 
media of the works we use to analyze popular culture have shaped our understanding of it. 
 
Prerequisites: 
completion of all sections of the Language Proficiency Index Test with a level 5 or 6 on the essay 
section of the Test, or the equivalent. 
 
Required Texts: 

 McLuhan and Fiore, The Medium is the Massage 
 Tom Bissell, Extra Lives 
 Dick Hebdige, Subcultures: The Meaning of Style 
 Carl Wilson, A Journey to the Edge of Taste 
 Naomi Klein, No Logo 
 Ben Mezrich, The Accidental Billionaires 

Course Requirements: 

 3 essays 50% 
 Class participation – 10% 
 Final Exam – 40% 


