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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 111: Approaches to Non-Fictional Prose (3 credits) 
 
NOTE: THIS IS A GENERAL DESCRIPTION FOR ENGL 111. SOME INSTRUCTORS PROVIDE A MORE 
SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION FOR THEIR SECTION OF ENGL 111. 
 
General Description: 
Through the study of a selection of non-fictional prose works ranging in length from the essay to the 
book, this course will enable students to extend their critical and analytical skills and to develop an 
awareness of the rhetorical principles that inform effective discourse. Through exposure to a variety of 
prose texts, principally from the twentieth century, students will develop a critical awareness of the 
relationship between style and meaning. They will learn how prose can mirror changing social and 
philosophical views, and how writers give shape to their experience and interests. 

Course Prerequisite: completion of all sections of the Language Proficiency Index Test with a level 5 
or 6 on the essay section of the Test, or the equivalent. 

Course Requirements: regular attendance and participation in the activities of the class; a minimum 
of three essays, two to be written in class and one at home; and a final examination. 

Distribution of Marks: course work (essays and exercises), 70 marks; final examination, 30 marks 

Texts: Reading lists for individual sections of the course will be available in the Language and 
Literature section of the UBC Bookstore in mid-August for Term 1 courses and mid-November for Term 
2 courses. 

A selective sample of past texts include: 

 Aaron, The Little Brown Essential Handbook for Writers (Pearson) 
 Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Random) 
 Babington & Le Pan, The Broadview Pocket Guide to Writing (Broadview) 
 Barthes, Mythologies (U of T) 
 Deane, Reading in the Dark (Random) 
 Freud, Discontents (Norton) 
 Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Signet) 
 Jacobs, The Nature of Economics (Random) 
 Kiyooka, Mothertalk (NeWest) 
 Kwan, Things that Must Not Be Forgotten (Random) 
 Levi, The Periodic Table (Schocken) 
 Mah, Falling Leaves (Penguin) 
 Mcluhan, Medium is the Massage (Penguin) 
 Melville, Bartleby and Benito Cereno (General Publishing) 
 Mill On Liberty and Other Essays (Penguin) 
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 Peterson, ed., Norton Reader Shorter 11 th ed. (Norton) 
 Satrapi, Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood (Random) 
 Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin: Or, Life Among the Lowly (Penguin) 
 Thomas, Words In Common (Pearson) 
 Wah, Diamond Grill (NeWest) 

 

 


