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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 221: Literature in Britain: the 18th Century to the 
Present (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Miranda Burgess 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
Formerly the second half of a year-long survey course, English 221 focuses on the writings of what 
historian Eric Hobsbawm has called the long nineteenth century (1789-1914) and more selectively 
explores their twentieth-century aftermath. This was a period that saw not only global war (not once 
but twice!), but also major revolutions in Europe and the Americas, the flourishing and abolition of 
slave trade in Britain and North America, and the serious emergence and spread of democratic ideals, 
as well as the challenges of nationalism, imperialism, and mass migration, industrialization on a large 
scale, and the rise (and rise, and rise) of a global economy. This was also the period that saw the 
emergence of mass literacy and mass entertainment in the English-speaking world, initially in the form 
of print. To the extent that these events and processes were global phenomena, they necessarily took 
place oceanically, subject to the sea as, to quote Kate Flint, “a space of translation and transformation, 
rather than of straightforward transmission”: a dangerous, unstable, sometimes seemingly magical 
space. Organized chronologically and shaped by a serious of historical moments to which large 
numbers of British writers responded, this course will ask you to read with openness and imagination 
while considering questions of newness, transformation, and fluidity: it will ask you to try to think 
about old media at a time when they were new ones, and to conceive of old and new worlds alike as 
newly worldly. Above all else, we will consider how and why writers took up the experience of rapid 
change and how this experience is reflected in the forms as well as the themes of their work. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Penguin) 
 George Eliot, The Mill on the Floss (Oxford) 
 A. S. Byatt, Angels and Insects (Vintage) 
 Norton Anthology of English Literature, 9th ed., Volume 2 

 


