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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 222: Literature in Canada (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 003 
Term: 1 
 

How the Garden Grows: Stories from Canada’s Literature 

 
Course Description: 

“One way or another we are living the stories planted in us early or along the way, or we are 
also living the stories we planted—knowingly or unknowingly—in ourselves.” ~ Ben Okri, A Way 
of Being Free 

In this section of the course, we will focus on the ways in which Canada’s writers and storytellers 
challenge simplistic and clichéd ideas about the nation and its peoples, about its cities, towns, and 
settlements, to present what Thomas King has referred to as Canada’s “complexities…, 
contradictions…, and enigmas.” We will look at selected works of poetry, drama, fiction, and non-fiction 
drawn from the past through the present, and your reading, discussion, and writing in the course will 
focus on these texts as well as on introducing you to important sources of criticism and scholarship in 
Canadian Studies. 
 
Prerequisites: 
EITHER (a) ARTS 001, OR (b) two of ENGL 100, 110, 111, 112, 120, 121, OR (c) ASTU 100A (6 
credits), OR (d) ASTU 100B (3 credits) and one of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR (e) ASTU 150 and one 
of ENGL 110, 111, 120, 121, OR 6 transfer credits of first-year English. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Moss and Sugars, eds. Canadian Literature in English: Texts and Contexts. Vol. 2 
 King, Green Grass, Running Water (Harper Perennial) 
 Rebar, Bordertown Café (Talon) 
 Taylor, Stanley Park (Vintage) 

Course Requirements: 

 active involvement in and contribution to the work of the class 
 critical reading assignment 
 midterm essay test 
 literary research paper (with a formal proposal, a bibliography, and an abstract) 
 a final essay examination 


