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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 223: Literature in the United States (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Adam Frank 
Section: 007 
Term: 2 
 

Some U.S. literature and a few environments (1830 – 1930s) 

 
Course Description: 
This course offers a selective introduction to literature written in the United States between the 1830s 
and the 1930s. The course material ranges from essays (by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Thoreau, and 
W.E.B. Du Bois), to short stories (by Edgar Allan Poe and Dashiell Hammett), poetic projects (Emily 
Dickinson’s and Walt Whitman’s), novels (by Frank Norris and Nella Larsen), and comics (by George 
Herriman). Our work will be to read and think about this writing in relation to a number of different 
kinds of environments: literary or aesthetic, theoretical, historical, and political. We will be interested in 
thinking both about what is going on in the text under consideration, and what is going on around it – 
sometimes in its historical moment, sometimes in the present of our reading, and (with luck) both. The 
span of roughly one hundred years covered in this course saw enormous transformations which helped 
to compose the texture of contemporary North American life: rapid industrialization, shifting centers of 
power towards big urban centers, a civil war (1861-66) and the economic changes following the end of 
slavery, political consolidation and the emergence of an America with imperial interests, and changes in 
relations among and between genders, races, classes, and sexualities. A main goal of the course is to 
introduce students to literary critical reading practices in order to develop techniques for beginning to 
describe how a given text engages with its various moments, including this one. 
 
Required Texts: 
There will be a certain amount of online material that introduces historical or theoretical background 
that students will be expected to read. In addition, the following texts are required for this course: 

 W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (Bantam Books, 1989) 
 Dashiell Hammett, The Continental Op (Vintage, 1991) 
 George Herriman, Krazy and Ignatz, 1935-36: “A Wild Warmth of Chromatic Gravy” (WW 

Norton, 2003). 
 Nella Larsen, Passing (Rutgers, 1986) 
 Frank Norris, McTeague (Oxford, 2001) 
 Heath Anthoogy Selections from Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson (Houghton Mifflin 

Company, 2006). 
 Edgar Allan Poe, Selected Tales (Oxford, 1998)  

A slim coursepack will be available at the UBC Bookstore. 
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Course Requirements: 
Your grade will be based on attendance and class participation, an in-class essay, a critical response 
assignment (or, possibly, an online presentation), and a final exam.   
 
NOTE: This course is under construction and I may make changes to the above description before the 
beginning of term. I will hand out a full syllabus and course outline at the first class meeting with 
updates. 


