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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 224: World Literature in English (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Emily Aoife Somers 
Section: 004 
Term: 1 
 

Transiting Identities 

 
Course Description: 
Travel! – Do it, and you’ll be a better person. New worlds will open up, horizons shall unfold, and rare 
ingots of wisdom shall be found.  Lose yourself in order to find yourself. 
 
Or so the dominant narrative of the moment keeps telling us.  Whether it’s Paulo Coehlo’s wildly 
successful travelogue as self-help, The Alchemist, or Elizabeth Gilbert’s proclamation to follow your 
bliss (on an intercontinental jet) into the foreign mysterious, the allure of journey, enabled by the 
accessibility of airfare and open-ended destinations, has rewritten the archetype of the pilgrimage for 
the pinless of compass of a modern era. 
 
This course will not be a survey of neither English nor world literature, but instead an inquiry into what 
it means to have an English world. How did English become the lingua franca of most international 
activity in our times? Will it remain so?  What presumptions are embedded in this agenda? What’s at 
stake? For whom?  Why is “Do you speak English?” the first phrase to learn in another language? 
 
To consider these questions, we’ll examine a number of themes and topics, querying how geography is 
continually intersected by issues of class, gender, ethnicity, and language.   We’ll begin with 
Murakami’s (Japan) meditation on college-age love, in which the soundtrack of affection is an imported 
good. We will continue with the darkly obsessive By Night in Chile (South America and Vatican), in 
which local events are in fact internationally engineered. We then move on to Jan Morris (England and 
North Africa), whose autobiography as a transsexual woman* explores the relationship between 
location and identity.  John King (Europe) will strike a contrarian note, with his novel’s nationalistic 
fanaticism of football hooligans who redeploy colonialism with their Niked feet.   Roddy Doyle’s 
(Ireland) collection of short stories presents a panorama view of contemporary Ireland, of immigrants 
and emigrants, in which presumptions to national character are in flux.   And we will conclude with 
Glidden's graphic novel (Israel and Palestne) – a wry journey through Palestine and Israel that poses 
several uncomfortable ethical questions . . . just how much do we presume to 'know' about the world 
and its complex politics merely by perusing, touring, or vacationing in it? 
 
* The instructor of this course is a trans-identified academic, who has taught at UBC previously under a 
former (now most unwanted) name. 
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Required Texts: 

 Murakami Haruki - Norwegian Wood 
 Roberto Bolaño - By Night in Chile 
 Jan Morris - Conundrum 
 John King - England Away 
 Roddy Doyle - Bullfighting 
 Sarah Glidden - How to Understand Israel in 60 Days or Less 

 


