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Canadian English: an introduction 

 
Course Description: 
This course is an introduction to the English language in Canada. Starting with concepts that theorize 
Canadian English and capture the variation inherent in it, we will focus on the best-studied variety of 
CE, what is known today as “standard Canadian English” – the variety spoken by about a third of the 
Canadian population. Where possible, we will consider non-standard, including non-native varieties. 
Standard CE shows features that set it apart from other national varieties of English. In all areas we 
will work as much as possible with your experience as speakers of at least one variety of English and 
we will see whether or not your perceptions are confirmed by the research literature. 
 
After characterizing the social and political backdrop of CE, we will deal with highlights from many 
linguistic levels of description: 

 vocabulary (toque, parkade and loonie, for instance) 
 sounds (have you ever been told by non-Canadians that you pronounce out and 

about â€œfunnyâ€•?) 
 pragmatics (language in use, do you use “eh” a lot?) 
 questions of language and identity 
 the historical development of CE 

Although some characteristics may not be very noticeable in some parts of Canada, (such as 
Vancouver!), we will show that they are, nonetheless, there. We will, in this context, address 
perceptions that CE is not a very distinct variety, with the exception of some highly salient features 
(e.g. “eh”).  
No linguistic prerequisites are required for this course, as all concepts will be explained in class. 
 
Required Texts (Course Reader): 

 Boberg, Charles. 2008. English in Canada: Phonology. In Varieties of English. Vol 2: The 
Americas and the Caribbean, ed. by Edgar W. Schneider, 144-60. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

 Chambers, J. K. 2010. English in Canada. In: Canadian English: A Linguistic Reader, ed. by 
Elaine Gold and Janice McAlpine, 1-37. Kingston, ON: Strathy Language Unit. 
Online: http://www.queensu.ca/strathy/apps/OP6v2.pdf 

http://www.queensu.ca/strathy/apps/OP6v2.pdf
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 Dollinger, Stefan and Sandra Clarke. In press. On the autonomy and homogeneity of 
Canadian English. World Englishes 31(4) 

 Fee, Margery. 2008. French borrowing in Quebec English. Anglistik: International Journal of 
English Studies 19(2). 

 Special Issue “Focus on Canadian English”, Ed. by Matthias Meyer 173-89. 
 Gregg, Robert J. 1993. Canadian English lexicography. In: Focus on Canada, ed. by Sandra 

Clarke, 27-44. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

Course Requirements: 

 Online quizzes (3 x 10%): 30% 
 Final exam: 30% 
 Research summary (3-4 pages): 20% 
 Attendance and participation: 20% 

 


