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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 230A: Biblical and Classical Backgrounds of English 
Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Leni Robinson 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Creations and Re(-)Creations 

 
Course Description: 
From the Middle Ages to the present English literature has been profoundly influenced by the language, 
genres, narrative patterns and imagery of Biblical and classical writing. This course will survey a 
number of the most important works of these two traditions, from Hesiod’s eighth-century B.C.E. 
account of the origins of the gods, to Ovid’s often playful first-century C.E. epic about transformation, 
from the Hebrew Bible’s (the Old Testament’s) account (or accounts) of the origin of the cosmos, to 
the New Testament’s visions of the transformation of the community of God’s people. The course will 
be loosely structured around the two themes of the creation of the cosmos and new nations, and of 
the re-creation and transformation of individuals, communities and the world. During the course short 
pieces of important English literature will occasionally be introduced in class so that students can 
explore the influence of the ancient works on the more recent ones. 
 
Please note that this is not a Religious Studies course, a Classical Studies course or a History course. It 
is a course where we will be treating both Biblical and classical texts as great works of literature that 
have significantly shaped the English literary tradition. 
 
While the classical texts that will be covered in the course are determined here, the precise selections 
and quantity of Biblical material will be in part determined in consultation with the class members. We 
will, however, spend some time looking at the books of Genesis and Exodus, as well as of Luke and 
Acts. 
 
Required Texts: 

 The Bible: Authorized King James Version, Oxford UP (World’s Classics) (Note that any 
edition of the “King James Version” of the Bible may be used. The Oxford World’s Classics 
edition will be stocked in the bookstore. If you are concerned about the seventeenth-
century English of this version of the Bible, you may wish to purchase an annotated edition 
of it, such as the Norton Critical Edition or a King James Version Study Bible. Please contact 
me if you have questions.) 

 Hesiod, Theogony and Works and Days, trans. M. L. West, Oxford UP (World’s Classics) 
 Aeschylus, The Complete Aeschylus. Vol. 1. The Oresteia, trans. Peter Burian and Alan 

Shapiro, Oxford UP 
 Virgil, The Aeneid, trans. Robert Fagles, Penguin 
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 Ovid, Metamorphoses, trans. A. D. Melville, Oxford UP (World’s Classics) 

Course Requirements (subject to change): 

 Mid-term exam 
 Term paper proposal 
 Term paper 
 Final exam 
 Active participation in class discussions and presentations 

 


