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Narratives of nation, culture and conversion 

 
Course Description: 
The modern European nations that came to consciousness between the fifteenth and eighteenth 
centuries, that sponsored the colonial enterprises that created the Americas and other salient features 
of a global order still recognizable in our own time, and whose competition for prestige and resources—
in which they were joined in the nineteenth century by new colonial powers—also manifested itself in a 
contest between national literatures, drew on two primary myths of collective destiny: that of a 
Christian assumption of the inheritance of the Israelites, Judaeans or Jews for the sake of the salvation 
of all peoples (mandated by the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments, when read in the 
light of the writings of St. Paul), and that of the Roman takeover of Greek culture in the interests of a 
world empire (as expressed in the publicity of the Augustan Roman state, and most stylishly by Virgil’s 
epic poem, the Aeneid). This course provides an introduction to these formative codes of Western 
national and cultural self-awareness, with special reference to their operation in early modern England 
(the age of Shakespeare, the King James Version of the Bible, and Milton’s Paradise Lost). 
 
The course assumes no prior knowledge either of the Bible or of the Greek and Latin classics, but will 
have something to offer students who already have knowledge in one or both of those areas. All texts 
are studied in English translation. 
 
Required Texts: 
The following books will be required for the course and stocked by the UBC Bookstore. Please note 
that precisely these translations of the Bible, Virgil’s poems and Augustine’s Confessions will be the 
ones used in class. Many others are available and will be useful to consult at times, but you will need 
the translations listed below in order to follow discussion and satisfy the requirements for the course. 
 
Other materials needed for the course will be available online via UBC Library. 

 The Bible: Authorized King James Version. Ed. Robert Carroll and Stephen Prickett. Oxford 
University Press. ISBN: 9780192830999. 

 Karen Armstrong. The Bible: The Biography. Douglas & McIntyre. ISBN: 9781553652632. 
 Robin Lane Fox. The Unauthorized Version: Truth and Fiction in the Bible. Penguin. ISBN: 

9780141022963. 
 Virgil. The Aeneid. Trans. Robert Fagles. Penguin. ISBN: 9780143106296. 
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 Virgil, The Eclogues, The Georgics. Trans. C. Day Lewis. Oxford University Press. ISBN: 
9780192816436. 

 The Cambridge Companion to Virgil. Ed. Charles Martindale. Cambridge University Press. 
ISBN: 9780521498852. 

 [Saint] Augustine. Confessions. Trans. Maria Boulding. New City Press. ISBN: 
9781565484450. 

 


