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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 321: English Grammar and Usage (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Laurel Brinton 
Section: 002 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
In this course, we will undertake an analysis of Modern English structure using the methods of 
traditional grammar. Topics studied will include parts of speech; grammatical functions; phrase, clause, 
and sentence types; and nominal and verbal categories. 
 
We will briefly examine the history of traditional grammar, focusing on its codification in prescriptive 
rules of usage in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Attention will be paid to the nature and 
usefulness of these rules and to their formulation in contemporary usage manuals. 
 
In addition to giving students a thorough grounding in English traditional grammar, the course shows 
how modern theories of linguistics owe not only their terminology, but much of their conceptual 
framework to this most influential descriptive model of English grammar. 
 
Prerequisites: 
Third-year standing and completion of the Writing Requirement. No special pre-requisites are required. 
 
Required Texts: 
Available on course website: 

 Lecture notes (these constitute the primary text) 
 Self-testing exercises and answers 
 James R. Hurford, Grammar: A Student’s Guide (Cambridge University Press, 1994) 
 Recommended: Geoffrey Leech, A Glossary of English Grammar (Edinburgh University 

Press, 2006). 

Course Requirements: 

 one midterm examination: 25% 
 one written project: 30% 
 final examination: 35% 
 online quizzes: 10% 

Online quizzes and examinations 
These are similar in nature to the self-testing exercises. They are primarily fill-in-the-blank, multiple 
choice, and short answer questions. The midterm and final will also include a longer essay 
question. 
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Written project 
In this assignment, students provide a specific, convincing academic argument about the current 
status of a prescriptive rule or point of usage based on two types of linguistic evidence: 1) a survey 
of grammars and usage manuals, using at least three different sources, and 2)an examination of 
actual usage based on searches on online corpora, including the Corpus of Contemporary American 
English (COCA), the Time Corpus, and/or the British National Corpus (BNC). The paperis 
approximately 5 pages in length with an additional  page of works cited. 

 


