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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 328: Metaphor, Language, and Thought (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Barbara Dancygier 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
The course will introduce students to recent theories which view our understanding of the meaning of 
language expressions and other forms of communication in the broader context of the nature of human 
thought. We will rely on recent theories of meaning to show how underlying cognitive concepts 
structure our understanding of language, literature, and art, but also artifacts of popular culture, 
advertising, media, or film.  
 
We will introduce two theories which link meanings of linguistic expressions to patterns of 
conceptualization: Conceptual Metaphor Theory and Blending Theory. In the second part of the course 
we will discuss the applications of the theories to various types of discourse. 
 
In class, we will devote much attention to close analysis of texts and other cultural artifacts, in search 
of specific cognitive mechanisms leading to their interpretation. The course is primarily addressed to 
English majors, but students interested in various forms of communication, including the discourse of 
their own discipline or a language other than English are also welcome. The theories to be studied 
have very broad applications. The readings will include a very basic textbook on metaphor theory and a 
text describing the use of metaphor in discourse. Students will be required to grasp the theoretical 
concepts and use them in their own analyses of data. No prior knowledge of linguistics or specific 
theories is required. 
 
Required Texts: 

 ZoltÃ¡n KÃ¶vecses. 2002. Metaphor: a practical introduction. Oxford University Press. 
 Elena Semino. 2008. Metaphor in Discourse. Cambridge University Press. 

Course Requirements: 

 Homework 1: 5% 
 Homework 2: 25% 
 Midterm: 35% 
 Term paper: 35% 

 


