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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 330A: The Structure of Modern English – Sounds and 
Words (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Barbara Dancygier 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
In this course, we look at the descriptive analysis of English pronunciation and the processes 
responsible for the emergence of the meaning and form of words. We begin with a study of the sounds 
of English and rules governing pronunciation. We turn next to the analysis of the structure of English 
words, discussing the mechanisms which make the emergence of new words possible, while also 
reviewing theoretical approaches to lexical meaning. Through the remainder of the term, we consider 
the grammatical categories of English and we learn how grammatically relevant information is encoded 
in various forms. The emphasis throughout the course is on the description of English as it is now used 
rather than on any linguistic theory in particular. 
 
No linguistics background is required, but some familiarity with English grammar is helpful. Students 
will be expected to acquire a broad area of technical vocabulary and develop enough knowledge and 
skill to be able to work on new examples and problems, in class and in the test situations. Attendance 
is important, as all the new concepts will be richly exemplified in the classroom context. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of first-year ENGL, ARTS, ASTU, or FDNS and third-year standing or beyond.  No previous 

linguistics or language course is required. ENGL 330 and 331 may be taken concurrently or in reverse 
sequence. 
 
Required Texts: 

 L. Brinton. (2010) The Structure of Modern English. (2nd ed) Amsterdam / Philadelphia: 
John Benjamins Publishing Co. Chapters 1-6. 

Course Requirements: 
Three tests of (almost) equal value. The last test will be scheduled during the exam period. The tests 
are not cumulative. 


