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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 330A: The Structure of Modern English – Sounds and 
Words (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Ina Biermann 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
The English 330 course provides a comprehensive introduction to the principles of the sound structure 
and the structure of words in Modern English. 
 
The course has two main parts, beginning with the sound level of English. We study the description, 
classification and transcription of speech sounds and their combination in spoken English (phonetics 
and phonology). From this basis, we proceed to the words of English, including units of meaning and 
principles of word formation (morphology), the classification of words into word classes and word 
meaning (semantics).   
The course is offered from a descriptive perspective, an approach not situated exclusively in any 
specific linguistic theory. 
 
Please note: Regular class attendance and continued effort are vital. (Please see the detailed 
notes below about the policy regarding class attendance.) This course involves a substantial amount of 
analysis of English language examples, providing the opportunity to practice applying the principles and 
skills you have learned, and to practice and enhance your problem-solving skills. The course requires 
the acquisition of a technical vocabulary and of the procedures of linguistic analysis relevant for this 
purpose. For instance, you will be expected to acquire specific skills and techniques like learning the 
International Phonetic Alphabet, using it to produce and interpret phonetic transcription and 
representing diagrams of various linguistic structures, including tree diagrams representing the 
derivation of words. The required skills can only be mastered if you attend class regularly and are 
committed to do the reading and workbook exercises at a steady pace throughout both terms. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of first-year ENGL, ARTS, ASTU, or FDNS and third-year standing or beyond.  
No previous linguistics or language course is required. ENGL 330 and 331 may be taken concurrently or 
in reverse sequence. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Brinton, Laurel J. and Donna M. Brinton The Linguistic Structure of Modern English. 
Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins,2010. (ISBN 978 90 272 1172 9). 

N.B. This course is not open to students who have taken ENGL 329. 
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Course Requirements: 
The course mark is based on three monthly tests, the last of which is the final exam. The tests are not 
cumulative. Homework exercises will be assigned during the term. These will be self-testing and will 
not be graded. The three tests contribute equally to the final mark, i.e. they are worth approximately 
33.33% each. All six tests must be written to pass the course. A missed test will result in 0%, lowering 
your final grade by one third of the total marks. In the event that you may have missed a test because 
of illness or other serious reasons (see the notes below), you should let me know as soon as possible 
to arrange to make up for the missed work. 

Please take note of the following important information: 

The departmental attendance policy: 

1. Students who miss classes because of a disability and who are registered with the Disability 
Resource Centre are given reasonable accommodation, which is to be negotiated at the 
beginning of the course between the student, the DRC, and the instructor. Please make sure 
that you see me as soon as possible after the beginning of term if you are registered with the 
DRC, preferably within the first week of classes. 

2. Students missing 40% or more of the classes, regardless of whether their absences are 
avoidable or unavoidable, will be considered unable to meet the "learning outcomes" of the 
course and will be excluded from the final examination. 

3. Instructors are under no obligation to re-teach material that has already been taught in a 
regularly scheduled class. 

Academic concessions regarding observance of religious holidays: Students are required to provide at 
least TWO WEEKS prior notice in writing (preferably earlier) of their intention to absent themselves 
under the university policy on religious holidays. Detailed information can be found in the 2012/2013 
University Calendar athttp://www.universitycounsel.ubc.ca/policies/policy65.pdf. 

Opportunity will be provided for students to make up work or examinations missed without penalty. 

 

 

SYLLABUS: ENGLISH 330A:002 
The structure of Modern English (Fall  2012) 

Sep. 4: Imagine UBC Day – no class 
Sep. 6: Introduction to the study of language; 
the nature of grammar; linguistics and the 
components of language 
Reading: Chapter 1 

 
Sep. 11: Phonetics: introduction  
Sep. 13: Phonetics: the consonants of English  
Reading: Chapter 2 
 

http://www.universitycounsel.ubc.ca/policies/policy65.pdf
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Sep. 18: Last day for withdrawal without a “W” 
recorded 
Sep. 18: Consonants completed 
Sep. 20: Vowels 
Reading: Chapter 2 
 
Sep. 25: Diphthongs; self-marking Phonetics 
quiz 
Sep. 27: Test #1 
Reading: Chapters 1-2 
 
Oct. 2: Phonology: distinctive sounds in English 
Oct. 4: Phonemic rules 
Reading: Chapter 3 
 
Oct. 8: Thanksgiving Day – University closed 
Oct. 9: Phonological processes 
Oct. 11: Phonotactics 
Reading: Chapter 3 
 
Oct. 16: Suprasegmentals 
Oct. 18: Syllable structure 
Reading: Chapter 3 
 
Oct 23:Morphology: defining the word; 
morphemes 

Oct 25: Morphemic and morphological analysis 
Reading: Chapter 4 
 
Oct. 30: Review 
Nov. 1: Test #2 
Reading: Chapters 3-4 
 
Nov. 6: Allomorphs and morphemic rules 
Nov. 8: Processes of word formation  
Reading: Chapter  4 
 
Nov. 11: Remembrance Day – University closed 
Nov. 13: Grammatical categories  
Nov. 15: Word classes  
Reading: Chapter 5 
 
Nov. 20: Application of tests to determine word 
classes 
Nov. 22:Semantics 
Reading: Chapters 5-6 
 
Nov. 27: Semantics continued 
Nov. 29: Review 
Dec. exam period: Test #3  
(Dec. 5-19 inclusive) 
Reading: Chapters 5–6 

 

Please note that the schedule is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 


