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Tudor Drama 

 
Course Description: 
Historically, this course will cover the period loosely defined by the Henrician, Edwardian and 
Elizabethan Reformation – a period in which one form of drama (mystery plays) disappeared and 
another form (the professional playhouse) opened its doors for the first time. The purpose of the 
course is not to revive a teleological narrative of theatre history, in which the naïve Catholic drama of 
the middle ages evolves into the sophisticated humanist theatre of the Renaissance, but rather to 
contemplate the idea of theatrical invention in the Tudor period – a period that is particularly rich in 
new forms of creative expression.   The drama will be situated in relation to other forms of art – 
including painting and poetry – that also lend themselves to tropes of invention, formation and 
discovery.  And we will touch upon the idea of invention as made manifest in a newly emergent print 
culture as well as in the discoveries of theology (new churches) science (new worlds) and philosophy 
(new ideas).  However, the course will ultimately return to invention's shabby sisters: reinvention, 
rediscovery and recycling.  Our objective will be to consider how the materials of the medieval scaffold 
might have been reformed and refigured on the stages of London's playhouses.  Our methods will be 
largely materialist and historicist but given our focus on formal novelty, attention will be paid to 
dramaturgical practice as well.  The final reading list will also include a selection of appropriate 
theoretical and secondary reading. 
 
Required Texts: 

 The Second Shepherd’s Play  (Wakefield) 
 The Crucifixion Play (York) 
 The Mary Play  (N-Town Cycle) 
 Everyman  
 John Bale, The Three Laws  
 Henry Medwall, Fulgens and Lucres  
 Thomas Norton and Thomas Sackville, Gorboduc  
 John Lyly, Gallathea 
 Thomas Kyd, The Spanish Tragedy 
 William Shakespeare, Titus Andronicus, Two Gentlemen of Verona 
 Christopher Marlowe, Doctor Faustus 
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Course Requirements: 

 Annotated bibliography: 20% 
 Research paper: 40% 
 Final Exam: 40% 

 


