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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 359B: Studies in Romanticism (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Miranda Burgess 
Section: 002 
Term: 2 
 

Romantic Worldliness 

 
Course Description: 
Twenty years ago, Fredric Jameson described the emergence of imperial and global networks at the 
end of the eighteenth century as an event in the history of thought and feeling as well as in political 
and economic history. He wrote that the “experience of the individual. . . becomes limited to a tiny 
corner of the social world. . . . But the truth of that experience no longer coincides with the place in 
which it takes place. The truth of that limited daily experience of London lies, rather, in India or 
Jamaica or Hong Kong; it is bound up with the whole colonial system of the British Empire that 
determines the very quality of the individual’s subjective life.” 
 
This upper-level course in Romantic-period writing revisits Jameson’s statement in the form of a 
question: did British writers at the turn of the nineteenth century experience (perceive, consider, or 
feel) the emergence of global networks? If so, in what ways, and how did they represent their 
experience? We will read works by writers who explored or travelled, by migrant, emigrant, and 
immigrant writers, and by writers who spent time imagining connections between themselves, or 
Britain, and the world. We will be interested in questions of distance, proximity, movement, and 
encounter. We will discuss the connection between space, community, and their relationships with 
what we’d now call “media,” and consider how we might best identify and understand early nineteenth-
century media forms. We will discuss the relationships between imperialism and globality. And we will 
engage with the question that most prominently motivates Jameson’s analysis: the ways in which 
literary form might register global experience, from the Romantic period to the present. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Jane Austen, Mansfield Park (1814; Oxford) 
 Sydney Owenson, The Missionary (1811, Broadview) 
 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818; Penguin) 
 Thomas DeQuincey, Confessions of an English Opium-Eater (1822; Penguin) 
 John Richardson, Wacousta (1832; online text) 
 poems by William Cowper, Erasmus Darwin, Charlotte Smith, William Wordsworth, John 

Clare, George Gordon Byron, Percy Shelley, John Keats; excerpts from exploration 
narratives, travel narratives, slave autobiographies, and captivity narratives by such writers 
as John Barrow, James Cook, Olaudah Equiano, Mary Jemison, William Jones, Mungo Park, 
and Mary Prince (course pack.) 
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Course Requirements: 

 short essay (20%) 
 long essay (40%) 
 presentation (10%) 
 final exam (30%) 

 


