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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 364A: Nineteenth-Century Studies (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Pamela Dalziel 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

Not (Just) for Children: Fairy Tales and Victorian Literature 

 
Course Description: 
As Jack Zipes has observed, the number of literary fairy tales published in Britain during the second 
half of the nineteenth century is astounding.  As with earlier fairy tales in the Western tradition, some 
of these tales were written for adults, some for children, and some for both.  In this course we will 
explore how tales written for adults came to be read by (or to) children and how tales written for 
children came to be read (and studied) primarily by adults.  The main focus of our discussions, 
however, will be the ways in which Victorian authors used fairy tales for their aesthetic and socio-
political purposes as they invented new tales and rewrote traditional ones.  Thus we will analyze the 
assumptions, both literary and ideological (e.g., with respect to gender, class, race, sexuality, 
education, psychology, religion, ethics, politics, etc.), implicit in the tales themselves and in our 
readings of them.  We will also compare the ways in which Victorian and twenty-first-century 
reviewers, critics, adult readers, and child readers have responded to these tales, some of which are 
now rarely read or studied, while others, like classic literary fairy tales, have been popularized, 
commodified, adapted, and rewritten. 
 
Required Texts: 

 selected fairy tales by Charles Perrault, Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont, Jacob and 
Wilhelm Grimm, and Hans Christian Andersen 

 Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol, “Frauds on the Fairies,” and “The Magic Fish-bone” 
 George Cruikshank, George Cruikshank’s Fairy Library (the focus of our discussion will be 

“Cinderella”) 
 John Ruskin, â€œThe King of the Golden Riverâ€• 
 Charlotte BrontÃ«, Jane Eyre (Oxford World’s Classics) 
 William Allingham, â€œThe Fairiesâ€• 
 Christina Rossetti, â€œGoblin Marketâ€• 
 Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures Under Ground, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, and The 

Nursery Alice (Broadview) 
 George MacDonald, The Princess and the Goblin (Random House Books for Young Readers) 
 Oscar Wilde, selected fairy tales, including â€œThe Happy Princeâ€• 
 Kenneth Grahame, â€œThe Reluctant Dragonâ€• 
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Course Requirements: 

 several single-page response papers 
 one in-class essay 
 one at-home paper 
 a final examination 
 participation in one group presentation 
 regular class participation (oral or written) 

 

 


