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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 468A: Children’s Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Gisèle M. Baxter 
Section: 002 
Term: 1 
 
Course Description: 
"You are always in danger in the forest, where no people are." - Angela Carter, "The Company of 
Wolves" 
 
Children's literature has long been the focus of both fascination and controversy. Despite crossover 
texts appropriated by unintended audiences, and the emergence of daring and diverse material, the 
folk/fairy tale "refunctioned" as a sort of metaphorical life lesson and the "girls' books"/"boys' books" 
dichotomy continue to influence reading, popular culture, and constructions of gender. This section will 
employ cultural and gender studies to consider the concept of children's literature itself, its evolving 
boundaries and assumptions, and will examine texts that reflect, challenge, and/or subvert its 
conventions. We will also examine the problematic relative of children's literature, "young adult" fiction, 
and the relationship between narratives about young people and those written specifically or primarily 
for them. 
 
Evaluation will be based on a midterm essay (25%), a research-based term paper (40%), a final 
examination (25%), and participation (10%: based on contribution to in-class and online discussion, 
completion of at least one online exercise, submission on time of assigned work, and attendance). 
 
NOTE: This senior undergraduate literary studies course is concerned with relationships among 
audience assumptions, style, and content, and with the cultural conditions surrounding production and 
reception of these texts. We are not concerned with whether the texts are "good" for young readers or 
with how to introduce texts to them, nor are we concerned with taste-based assessment of the books. 
The set texts represent no specific hierarchy or cross section; many others will come up in discussion. 
If you chose this section because of one specific text, find out about all the others, as you will be 
responsible for bringing the same attention to each of them. 
 
Required Texts (Tentative): 

 Folk & Fairy Tales (Broadview 4th ed.) 
 J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan 
 J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit 
 Alan Garner, The Owl Service 
 J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban 
 Tim Wynne Jones, The Maestro 
 Mariko Tamaki & Jillian Tamaki, Skim 
 Labyrinth (1986 film dir. Jim Henson) 



 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

Updates will be posted on my blog, linked here: http://faculty.arts.ubc.ca/gmbaxter, or follow me on 
Twitter (@drgmbaxter) for notices of updates. 


