
 
 

 

© No portion of this course description may be copied, used, or revised without explicit written permission from the Department of English. 

2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 468A: Children’s Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

Childhoods Past, Present, and To Come 

 
Course Description: 
[Children’s literature]is everything from a sixteenth-century chapbook to a twenty-first century 
interactive device. It everything from the folk-tale to the problem novel, from the picture book to the 
classroom poem, from the tract to the penny-dreadful, from the classic to the comic….[In it] we find 
links to the deepest human emotions, confrontations with virtually all aspects of human experience.” 
~ Peter Hunt 
 
In any story, E.M. Forster once wrote, “there is always a clock ticking in the background.”  In books 
written for children, time is represented in any number of ways—in the “once upon a time” opening of 
fairytales, in the wrinkles of time, in time travel, in the ticking clocks of nursery rhymes, in the time 
turner of Harry Potter fame.  
 
In this class, our focus will be on exploring critical approaches to reading childhoods and time(s) in a 
selection of works for young audiences. Keeping in mind Peter Hunt’s observation that “the concept of 
childhood shifts constantly from period to period, place to place, culture to culture—perhaps even from 
child to child,” you will study traditional fairytales, novels set in childhoods past and present, as well as 
future-world narratives featuring children and adolescents caught up in play, mystery, adventure, 
conflict, and war. Your class discussions, research, and writing for the course will encourage you to 
read texts comparatively and critically, with a view to understanding the richness and the significance 
of children’s literature and the impact on narratives of that clock ticking in the background. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6 credits of First-Year English, or the equivalent, and third-year standing 
 
Required Texts: 

 Almond, Skellig (Yearling) 
 Appelt, Keeper (Atheneum) 
 Collins, The Hunger Games (Scholastic) 
 Ellis, Parvana’s Journey (Tundra) 
 Hallett and Karasek, eds. Folk and Fairy Tales, concise edition (Broadview) 
 Hartnett, The Midnight Zoo (Candlewick Press) 
 Montgomery, Lucy. Anne of Green Gables (NCL) 
 Norton, The Borrowers (Houghton Mifflin) 
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 Pullman, Clockwork; or, All Wound Up (Scholastic) 
 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (Raincoast) 

Course Requirements: 

 active learning and effective contributions to class discussion and related activities 
 a critical summary and research assignment 
 a midterm test to include an in-class essay 
 a research proposal, abstract, and term paper 
 a final essay examination 

 


