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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 474A: Studies in Contemporary Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Judy Brown 
Section: 001 
Term: 1 
 

The Sense of a Beginning: What’s Old and New in 21st Century Literature? 

 
Course Description: 
The first dozen years of the 21st century have been eventful, unsettling and unpredictable. Much of the 
creative writing published in the years 2000-2012 has been noteworthy for the ways in which it has 
responded to and reflected contemporary cultures, contexts, and attitudes even as it has looked back 
at the past and especially at the 20th century in which today’s writers and readers were born and 
raised. Our course will focus on the narratives produced by six contemporary writers and will offer 
students opportunities to read, discuss, research and write about works that reflect what it means 
these days to be contemporary. What preoccupations, if any, do contemporary storytellers share? What 
does it mean to be a contemporary reader? What is happening to the nature of narrative in this new 
century and new millennium? We will begin the course with these questions before us and will add 
others that will come from you as you engage with these texts, these writers, and with one another in 
our study of what it means to write and read in contemporary times. 
 
Prerequisites: 
6.0 credits of 1st year English (or equivalent) and third-year standing 
 
Required Texts: 

 Atwood, Oryx and Crake (Seal) 
 Desai, The Inheritance of Loss (Penguin) 
 Hamid, The Reluctant Fundamentalist (Vintage) 
 Ondaatje, Anil’s Ghost (Vintage) 
 O’Neill, Netherland (Vintage) 
 Taylor, The Blue Light Project (Vintage) 

Course Requirements: 

 active involvement in and contribution to the work of the class 
 a critical reading assignment 
 a midterm essay test 
 a literary research paper (with a formal proposal, bibliography, and abstract) 
 a final essay examination 

 


