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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 474D: Studies in Contemporary Literature (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Prof. Miguel Mota 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 
Course Description: 
There has been a tendency among some critics to see post-1945 British literature as lacking in power 
and scope compared to the great age of modernism that preceded it. This course will set out to refute 
such a perspective by examining a number of texts that reveal this period as one of the most complex 
and fascinating in British literary history. The texts in this course represent both a continued interplay 
of modernist (and postmodernist) experiment and an impulse towards social realism and political 
commitment. They are informed by a range of concerns centring on moral responsibility, individual 
freedom, personal, social and national constructions of identity, and the status and definition of the 
literary text itself. With these contexts in mind, we will read works by four novelists (Kureishi, McEwan, 
Winterson and Ishiguro), two playwrights (Pinter and Churchill), one short story writer (Carter) and two 
poets (Larkin and Johnson). In their work, these writers are engaged in an ongoing analysis of 
contemporary culture and social process, and throughout, we will be alert to the following issues, 
among others: the struggle between radicalism and conservatism; the relationship between aesthetics 
and politics; and the role of gender and sexual identities in the construction of the self. 
 
Required Texts (Tentative): 

 Harold Pinter, The Homecoming 
 Caryl Churchill, Top Girls 
 Angela Carter, The Bloody Chamber 
 Philip Larkin, The Whitsun Weddings 
 Linton Kwesi Johnson, selected poems 
 Ian McEwan, The Comfort of Strangers 
 Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day 
 Jeanette Winterson, Sexing the Cherry 
 Irvine Welsh, Trainspotting 

Course Requirements: 

 Essay 1 = 25% 
 Essay 2 = 40% 
 Class work = 10% 
 Final examination = 25% 

 


