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ENGL 490: Majors Seminar (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Larissa Lai 
Section: 008 
Term: 1 
 

1970s Feminist Speculative Fiction 

 
Course Description: 
This seminar examines some of the major questions addressed by feminist science fiction from the 
1970s, both through a 1970s lens, and through the lens of the present.  These questions include, but 
are not limited to:  Is gender essential to one's being, or is it socially constructed? What might a world 
with more than two genders look like? What can relations among race, class and gender look like in the 
future... or in the present? What is the relationship between language and the body? How might a 
women's language sound? What could it say?  Is a feminist utopia possible? What is the relationship 
between reason and gender? Do women's minds work in fundamentally different ways from the ways 
men's do? 
 
We will examine six feminist novels from the period for the ways in which they challenge mainstream 
science and speculative fiction, and offer alternatives to it. We will also locate them historically, in 
relation to the feminist movement as it was imagined in the 1970s, but also in relation to developments 
since that moment. What were some of the blindspots, particularly with regards to questions of race? 
But also, are its utopian challenges still available to us in the present moment? Could we modify them 
to suit the present? How? 
 
This is a seminar class, and as such, will be structured around oral presentations, formal responses and 
in-class discussion. Each class will usually be structured around one novel and one or two critical texts. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Butler, Octavia. Kindred. 
 Butler, Octavia. Mind of My Mind. 
 Leguin, Ursula. The Left Hand of Darkness. 
 Piercy, Marge. Woman on the Edge of Time. 
 Russ, Joanna. The Female Man. 
 Wittig, Monique. Les Guérillères. 
 Coursepack 

All texts available at the UBC Bookstore, except the coursepack, which will be available at Staples in 
the University Village.   


