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ENGL 491B: Senior Honours Seminar – Theory (3 credits) 
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Term: 1 
 

The Cold War and Theory 

 
Course Description: 
From 1945 until the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Cold War defined the geo-political, as well as 
cultural, landscape around the world. The purpose of this course is to revisit some foundational texts in 
literary and critical theory as an archive of Cold War intellectual, cultural, and political history. We will 
trace how diverse movements such as formalism, post-structuralism, cultural studies, and postcolonial 
theory developed as intellectual and political responses to various aspects of the Cold War. The goals 
of this seminar are: (a) to equip Honours students to read and write about challenging theoretical 
texts; (b) to develop strategies for thinking about literary theory in historically informed ways; and (c) 
to reflect on how literary and cultural criticism functions as a social practice, especially in our current 
(post-Cold) War moment. We will begin with some introductory readings on Cold War history before 
proceeding through four thematic units. Students will be asked to present an in-class paper that offers 
a contextual/historicized reading of a theoretical text. 
 
Required Texts: 
Selections from 

 Cleanth Brooks, The Well-Wrought Urn 
 Lionel Trilling, The Liberal Imagination 
 Roland Barthes, Mythologies 
 Paul de Man, Blindness and Insight 
 Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth 
 Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism 
 Jacques Derrida, Specters of Marx 

Additional essays by Fredric Jameson, Jean Beaudrillard, Paul de Man, others 
 
* This is a tentative reading list – please contact the instructor in July if you would like an updated list. 
 
Course Requirements: 

 one scholarly paper (delivered orally in class) 
 two responses to papers 
 two essays 
 regular participation and mandatory attendance 


