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2012 Winter Session (2012-2013 Academic Year) 
ENGL 492C: Senior Honours Seminar – Research (3 credits) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Dennis Danielson 
Section: 003 
Term: 2 
 

Scenes from Science and English Literature: Copernicus to Newton and Beyond 

 
Course Description: 
Writers who wrote in English (or, in some cases, who received prominent translation into English) 
played a major role in a number of facets of early modern science, and the literary dimension of their 
accomplishment repays examination from a humanities as well as a scientific point of view. 
 
Topics may include: 

 Copernicanism and responses to Copernicanism 
 revisions of the concept of macrocosm/microcosm as demanded by the new cosmology 
 new ways of seeing (the telescope and the microscope) 
 chemical, alchemical, atomist, magnetic, and/or anatomical issues as they affect views of 

the nature of physical reality, including its origins and transformations 
 theories of how science should be conducted, from Bacon to the Royal Society 
 “hagiography” of scientists (e.g., Digges’s of Copernicus, Sprat’s of Bacon) 
 popularizing, translating, or otherwise rendering scientific ideas in the vernacular (Gilbert, 

Burton, Wilkins, Aphra Behn)—an issue still pertinent today 
 beginnings of science fiction (Kepler, Godwin, Wilkins, Milton, Fontenelle) 
 the honing of English itself as a language of science (Royal Society etc.) 

This seminar will be predominantly research-based. Students will be encouraged to choose an area of 
interest early in the term and to pursue it, in a refined, focused, and accessible manner, through to 
their term paper. Class discussion will include common readings, acquisition of useful research skills, 
heavy use of Early English Books Online—one of the most wonderful research tools in the history of our 
discipline!—and practice in the fluent reading of sometimes daunting early-modern orthography and 
typography. These shared emphases will be complemented by highly particular areas of research that 
class members individually select and then elucidate in their seminar presentations. 
 
Required Texts: 

 Godwin, Francis. The Man in the Moon: or a Discourse of a Voyage Thither. Ed. William 
Poole. 1638: Peterborough, ON: Broadview, 2009. 

 The Book of the Cosmos: Imagining the Universe from Heraclitus to Hawking. Ed. Dennis 
Danielson. Cambridge, MA: Perseus Publishing, 2000. 
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Students will also be asked to budget minimal funds toward the production of modest handouts (e.g. 
from EEBO) so that all seminar members are able to have some hard copy in front of them during 
seminar presentations. 


